- Was made in India, 
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@ nature to. require, secrecy such orders have- been sei 
Se Fine ofa ics) leas 

of the Court.of Directors of your BUS Onesta APIS 1 
to the provisions in. that,case made, by Parliame 


without any privityof your, Petitioners or of sheit Cleat a 
of Directors, and without any. discretionary authority, ~ 
ot the. part of the Members of such Secret Com-, 


mittee, ©... 


‘That between, the period when such claim, ‘as be ee ui 









in-before mentioned s,was first made, on the part of he 
CSy 


Public, to the territorial acquisitions in the East Ing 
and the year 1793, a further acquisition of territory, 


That the term, ‘heretofore granted. to your Peti-. 


tioners,in the exclusive trade tothe East Indies» being 
about to be redeemed in the year 1794, an act of par- 
jament was made and_ passed .in the thirty-third year 


of the reign of His present Majesty*, whereby it was 


enacted, amougst.many other things, that} the territo- 
rial acguisitions.in certain former acts mentioned, to- 
gether with the territorial acquisitions then lately abe 
tained in the East Indies, with the revenues thereof re- 


spectively, should continue in the possession of your x 


Petitioners, during the further term by that act granted 
in the said exclusive trade{; and that your Petitioners 
should have the exclusive trade within. the limits mer 

tioned in the said act of parliament passed in che iach 
yearof the reign of King William the ‘Third, subject 
nevertheless to such right of trading as is thereby given. 
to individuals, to be carried on in the manner therein 


. 


mentioned, and subject to a proviso to determine such” 


right at any time, upon three years notice: to be-given _ 
i Parliament, after the Ist day of March 1811, upon- 
the expiration of the said three years, and upon pay- | 


Ment made to your Petitioners of any sum or sums, 


mhis under the provisions of any act. of that session 
of Parliament, should or might, apon the expiration of 


the gaid three yearsy-become payable to your ,Peti~ _ 
troners by the Public, according tothe ‘true intentand | 
uU } x € 
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the teign of King Willidm thé Third, in 
said c thet fe 5th of Bepieepehs the tebth 
df his reign, or in any other act or chatter, should 
wend to determine the corporation of yout Peti- 
fs; aud by the said atift ceftain appropriations 
re made of all the profits arising from the territotial 
\equisitions and revenues in Lidia, and also ftom the 
ale of goods, and ali other profits of your Petitioners 
| Great Britain, during the time of the exélusive trade 
thecely grauted to your Petitioners. 
_., That the notice required by the last-mentioned act of 
Whiament hath been giver by the Speaker of your 
Ourable House, for determining thie exclusive trade 
uw Petitioners, on the 10th day of April 1814. 
hat Since the passing the said last metitionéd act, a 
her acquisition of territory and revenue in India 
‘been made, and is how in the possession of your 
. Petitioners. And your Petitioners aiso shew, that they 
' Wave taken all the fotts anid factories wiiich belong to the 
 Fiénch, Dutch, and Danes in Hindostin: and your 
itidners ate Now in possession, as well of the terti-. 
"tories inentiched ia the said Tast mentioned act of par- 
© Namen, as of those which “have been since, acquired ; 
_ afd thé British dominions in Tidia, without a rival. or 
j Sy city Row consist of a very large proportion of 
_ the peng, besides Very ‘extensive provinces in the 
F a of 
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£ Hindostan, and contain, as it is supposed, 
bove Gfty willions of imhabitants, and have been Ace 
jired Wholly at the @xpence and ‘risk Of yout Peti- 
bers, Without aby charge whatever to the British 
<chequer: for though land forces Welonging to His 
“Ma TN been employed if conjunction with the, 

orces raised by your Petitioners ; yet the whole of the 

pence of such forces of Fis Majésty, whilst they have 
etfiployed 14 stich service, ‘as well as Tor there ‘pase 
i t and home, and in réc¥diting, hasbeen defrayed 
by your Petitioners ; ‘besides Which, for a coffsiderable 
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length of time, your Petitioners furnished or. 
vetaling ah sore forte os of Bisa 
of war in the Bast'‘Indies, 8 
“Your Potitiouors bey leave huiaibly to vepresent, 
the welfare and happihess of the’ inhabitants of 
_ countries which hage come under the care of your Pe-. 
titioners, haye béen their chief object; and they haye’ 
reason to’hope and believe, that the amelioration of thi 
condition of the people is most couinenty conspicuous. ~ 
When Hindostan was first visited by British traders, 
and long after the union of the two Companies before. 
mentioned, when the opposition, not»only of © iat 
subject against British subject, but of European agaisist’ 
European, and’the corrupt and impoliuc attempts | | 
which were constantly made by one party, to raise the i 
despotic powers of the Indian States against other par- 
ties, had in some measure ee » the character of the’ | 
native governments, as wellas of the native apa: 
remained unchanged ; the ill usage which they ad 
received from individual and associated Europeans, — 
reaming about without responsibility or g¢gntroul, § 
Faised g jealousy and avimosity agatnst every stranger — 
without distinction, and the internal state of the’ coun 
try, where justice and injustice were equally articles of 
traffic to be honght and sold, left the rights of persohs ~ 
and property entirely at hazard. Oce 
Your Petitioners found the country divided into — 
many different states, all feudatory to the Mogul, who’ 
was considered the sole proprietor of the whole. “These | 
states were again divided amongst Zemindars’ And | 
chiefs, with other designations, under whom there werd 
sub-infendations down to the Ryots, who were the ace 
tual cultivators of the soil, and’ no man held doy land, 
and scareely a crop, but at the will of another of supe. — 
iar power; there were ng effectual means ofxesort for 
the sppport of any yight or the aveuging apy wropg, 
and the will of the strongest was the only practicalpule « — 
of conduct which was established. Under ge mabage : 
ment of your Petitioners, the scenehas been entirely 
changed. By fixing certain permanent and invariable — 
reuts, a new and valuable property has beep, as it 
u2 . ‘ 
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were, érevted tothe tiatives. By the’ establishment of 
1Bo pe of justice, ahd the appointment of liberal emolu- 
ok ao those who’ devote their lives ‘to the study ‘and 


| © adininistration of lawsadapted to the usageés,customs, and 
est igions of thé inhabitants, they have removed temp- 
Ny tions to'corruption, and have provided the means for 
the inhabitants to be insured in the enjoyment cf pro- 
) petty thus created for'them.’ Courts of criminal judi+ 
|. eature have also ‘been mniversally erected, which have 
| effectually provided ‘for personal liberty’ and ‘security. 
- By the alterations which have taken place, the practical 
- means of foreign commerce, of traffic from port to port 
_ atid internally, have been facilitated, very greatly to its 
| Antrease. i 
That it may'not be supposed that your Petitioners 
Rave assumed merits whigh they are not entitled to, 
they bee leave to refer to ‘the Fifth Report of the Se- 
| © Feét Committee of this Honourable House on the Affairs 
| of the East India Company, which ‘was presented to 
| this Honourable House on the 28thday of July last. 
| .- Notwithstanding the’ ameliorated condition of the 
| -Watives of India under the government of your Peti- 
| tioners, to which they have been accustomed, ‘yet the. 
»  tranguillity of the country is not maintained by a phy- 
‘sical force, but chiefly by moral influence, and in a 
reat degree ‘even by prejudice; any change would 
alarm'them ; and their submission to British authority 
» would be greatly endangered by an unrestrained ‘resort 
’ Of Europeans in search of wealth, either: by commerce 
or other means, at distances from the principal seats of 
‘Overnment, or in such numbers at those seats, ‘as to be 
i éyond the controul of the governors; and by the re-, 
» sort of'persons who may not have'such connection with; 
and interest’ to’ uphold, the authority of the ruling 
= » power, as’ will insure the utmost care in'their conduct, 
not only not to irritate, but positively to conciliate the 
- Natives with whom they may have dealings.’ rail 
_ »#Yoar Petitioners’ beg leave ‘to’represent, that their 
military establishments, artillery, and marine, have 
\\ been of other most important advantages to this nation, 
\— iasmuch’as in the several European wers in-which this 









1 5 — pate Lt Tl oa 
ae i ieee se f i : 8: 
ele" ; + 

' ie e t 


society has been, beg jamie the.peace. of Aix. 
Chapelle, the forces, .o jag it ets. aloney, sot 
conjunction with the forees.of His, Majesty, at the, 
expence,of your Petitioners, have.taken all the settle 
ments: belonging to the Kuropeans on the centinent of, 
india, with.svhom this nation, has been, at, war: and, 
such captures haveformed part of the price of national, 
peace, without any compensation. to your Petitioners:, ” 
and, ‘upon the, suggestion of His Majesty’s Ministers, 
your Petitioners: sent a large, force from India. into, 
Egypt, b¥ the Red Sea, to, co-operate with His Ma- 
jesty’s, forces against, the French, in the year, 18015, 
and, in.the present wat, by expeditions equipped from: 
India, all the possessions of the French, Dutch, and: 
Danes, in the Vast, have been conquered: and though, 
as to'such of those expeditions, the accounts,of which 
have been settled, your Petitioners have been allowed, 
considerable sums on the. part of the Public, yet suchi 
allowances were-calculated to. reimburse only a part of 
the vast.expenditure actually advanced by your Petie 
tioners for those great national objects. |... Moet ‘ea 
Your Petitioners humbly hope, they will be found to . — 
have been asattentive to, and as successful in the culti< 
vation of the trade with China, as they have been: with | 
respect. to, the.concerns, in. India. The peculiarities, 
of the Chinese, and the delicacy attendant upon auy- in- 
tercourse with them, must be too well known, as matter 
of history, to. cvery. Member of this Honourable Honse, —~ 
to require any statement of it in this Petitions at-will be | 
sufficient, to inform, this, Honourable -House, that it is 
but a little;more than one, hundred years. since any 
trade whatever bas. been carried on between. this cours — 
try and Cbina, and that, at this time, about forty-six, 
thousand ‘tons of, shipping are employed by. your Pes 
titioners therein, and. that. your Petitioners entertain, im, 
China, for the purposes of that trade, a regular estay 
blishment of servants, called supra-cargoes, and others 
of-inferior ranks, whose business it is to keep.up.acon- » 
nection. with the few merchants, or more properly mer- 
cantile, officers,.of the Chinese,government,.who are 
deputed to, manage,,on the partof the Chinese, all the 
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i; averted by the most delicate conduct, and 










sum 


. EE Rs 





j t 
ate D evs 
’ SE ee 2h 


cial transactions between Great Britain, and 
Chioas By vhs meat the trade has en cherished 
id preserved through, and notwithstanding, many: pe- 
arising from circumstances apparently trivial,' and 
fatal consequences of which could only have been 

4 the whole 
mmércial concerns of the British nation ‘being con- 

1 to’ one united authority. et 

“Your Petitioners feel it incumbent upon them to 
submit to this Honourable House an abstract of their 


financial operations since the arrangement contgined in 


the above-mentioned act of the thirty-third year of the 


reign of His present Majesty was made. At that time 


sa stock of vour Petitioners amounted, to the 
of £5,000,000: since that period, in pursuance of 
of Parliament passed for thatpurpose, the capital 


an act 
a mage as been increased by the sum of £1,000,000, 
' contributed by the subscribers at the rate of £200 per 
‘ieent, 


“At the time when the act of the thirty-third of His 


| Majesty * was passed, sundry debts, incurred in the 


ce and protection of the British possessions in 


India, bearing interest, wore then due and owing by, 
“your petitioners, amounting to seyen millions of pour s 
sterling, or thereabouts. Since. that period t 


he said 
debt has been very much ipereased for the same pur- 
pose, and great part of such increased debt wag raised 
upon loans, by the terms of which the creditors were 
conte to the option of being paid off in India, or by 
bills of exchange to be drawn upon London; and upon 
such obligations becoming due, your Petitioners haye 


‘been obliged to provide, out of their funds and eredit at 
Ki ‘home, ‘the ‘means of paying bills of exchange drawn 









h them since the year 1807, to the amount of 


- £10,902,924 sterling in discharge of Indian debt; and 


>t 


Jebt, contracted for political purposes, now reujain~ 
ing due in India, according to the latest advices from 
ence, amounts to the sum of £26,000,000, or there- 
ts, Over ‘and besides the sum of £3,000,000 Re- 


* 33 Geo. LIT: cap. 52) see. 108, 
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which the sum of £2,500,000 sterling was raised, in 
pursuance of an act head athe dae of Parlias 
ment, to enable your Petitioners to pay. bills of exe 
‘change whieh had been drawn upon them from India, 
in part discharge of the Indian debt, as hercin-befons 
mentioned, and also over and besides the, sum. of 
£2,202,000, or thereabouts, now owing by your Pes 
titioners upon bills of exchange not.yet due, ‘but pays 
able in London, which have been drawn in Indiayin 
further part discharge of the said. Indian debt. te, a ‘ 
That the revenues of the tefritorial acquisitions in, —_ 
Tndia, in the possession of your Petitioners in the year | 
£793, afmounted te tie annual sum of £8,000,000, or 
thereabouts; and, by the latest accounts and estimates.” 
received from the East-Indies, the revenucs of the ter- 
ritorial acquisitions, now in the possession of your Pe- 
titioners, amount to the annual sum of £16,000,000 or 
thereabouts: but the civil and military expences of the 
government have proporttonably niga ie rks 
That the profits of the trade carried on by your Pe- . 
titioners since the year 1793, to the latest period to. 
which the accounts can be correctly estimated, have: 
amounted to the snm of £6,289,405, over andabove the | 
commercial charges of your Petitioners, and beyond the 
payment of interest on their bond debtin England, and’ 
besides the dividends from time to time paid on the / 
capital stock of your Petitiovers, according to the die + 
rections of the ‘suid-act of Parliament passed in the — 
thirty-third yeat of the reign of His present Majesty. 
That, in 1793, the bond debt in England of your 
Petitioners amounted. to the sum of £3,200,000, or, 
thereabouts: siace which, by an act of Parliament 
passed in the year 1797*, they baye been empowered 
to raise money, by increasing tlreir capital stock by =~ 
the amount of £2,000,000 ; but your Petitioners have 
not availed themselyes of that resource, but under the 
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E tatboriey.9f-sevetsl oor spbmarlioanlie tthe Dave — 
_ gaised money aipon: bond, and:their bond debt Br 
i \ ceecemng to.the sum of £5,4095325 ; but your, 


Petitioners. ave. entitled »by-liw to, issue, bonds, ta the 

> on erhagamepa yee ogni Don iha essuoi- 
the-annaal’ interest upon the,,present, amount 

@f ‘the: Indian debi. now amounts. tothe. sum. of 


__ £15600,000,-or thereabouts: and as, by the terms of 


the Joans on which such, money. was raised, the. credi- 


_ tors,are entitled to receive their interest .by, payment 


in dIndia,-or by bills of exchange to be drawn , 


and ots payable in London, at rates favourable to the 


and judging from the amaunt.drawn, within 


' the ast half year, .your.Petitioners.estimate that the 


fie Z 
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annual.sum~of £1,500,000, or thereabouts, will be ne- 
‘eessary to be provided annually in.London, for ths 


* payment of such.interest : besides which, although the 


several sums of money payable. in respect of re-: 


~ @uced and consolidated annuities, (on which, the. said, 
_ sum of £2,500,000 was raised by virtue of the said.act., 


of the: last Session of. Parliament), for interest - 


ig sinking fund attendant,thereon, amounting altogether. 


totheannual sum of £242,820, are expressly.charged, 
upon the revenues. of the territorial acquisitions in. the , 
Fast-Indies, yet your Petitioners are. bound by the said), 


* act, at all events, to pay such sums of money into the . 
Bank of England, in manner inthe said act mentioned ; , 


and your Petitioners will also be obliged to provide in 


 ‘Londoty the interest. and other charges which may. be 


- standing 5 and itis, oor abet political, che 
_ including payments to be mace to. the creditors. of 
Jate Nabobs > 


attendant: upon any further loan whjch maybe. neces- . 
-sary,.i, consequence of the said , further, sum. of , 
£2;202;000, part of the Indian debt, for which bills of 
exchange drawn upon your, Petitioners are now ‘out... 
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~ Andian. territory,: tothe annual amoypt of £919,000, 
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_ ot thereabouts, willbe to be defrayed in England ; and 
as, from the best estimates which can be made, there — 
pies but fittle reason to expect (without a-consix 
erable: reduction of the military expences of yout 
_ Petitioners in India) that ‘there should be any sufficient 
surplus revenue to be remitted for those purposes, your 
Petitioners apprehend ‘that the punctual discharge of: 
the pecuniary obligations of your Petitioners, in relas 
tion thereto, as well as the payment of the interest up 
on their bond debtin England, and the dividendson’ 
their capital stock, will depend most essentially upom 
the trade to be carried on by your Petitioners. i 
That in porsuance of several actsof Parliament since’ 
1807*, your Petitioners have increased their bond? 
' debt in England, by the sum of £2,409,326; and, in’ 
pursuance of an act of Parliament passed in the fiftieth 
year of the reign of His present Majesty, your Peti=) 
tioners have borrowed Exchequer bills of the publictor 
the amount of £1,500,000 ; and, ‘by virtue of an act’: 
passed in the last’session of Parliament, as herein-before 
mentioned, your Petitioners raised on loan, by way of 
reduced and consolidated ‘annuities, the sum of: 
£2,500,000: and all such sums of money, together 
with the said sum of £6,289,405, which hus arisew from 
the surplus profits of the trade carried on by your Pe»: 
titioners, as herein-before mentioned, have been’ ab- 
. sorbed, by payment of debts and expences incurred in” 
respect of the territorial acquisitions in India. *. 

‘hat in the expeditions on the part of the British.’ 
nation against the European enemies of His Majesty,’ 
and by advances for His Majesty’s navy, and coberspuiles 
lic services, your Petitioners have incurred very large’ 
expences, which, they submit, they are entitled tobe) 
reimbursed by the public: and your Petitioners coms \-— 
pute, that after allowing such sum as your Petitioners’) 
are indebted to the’ Public for the loan of Excheg erste 
bills, to-the amount of £1,500,000, as hereinb ore’. 

x Srp | 
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mentioned, pursuant to an‘act for. thatypurpose passed 
in the last session of Parliament ®, and after allowing 
such» sums as’ your Petitioners are indebted to His 
- Majesty for troops in India, and for recruiting, the sum 
of £2,294,426, atthe least, will be found due to your 
» Petitioners. 
», Your Petitioners have now exhibited, they hope with 
| eandour, the real situation of their affairs, and of the 
_ , British trade and relations with the East-Inaies and 
China.. Your Petitioners do not presume to offer an 
© @pinion, whether any other arrangements, than those 
' -* which have taken place, would have led to: results 
equally, or more advantageous, than have arisen to 
their country: but they apprehend it to be quite an- 
deniable, that the privileges entrusted to your Peti- 
tioners have produced a large quantity of positive be- 
nefit to the British empire-; and they submit, that any 
material change in the Indian system would be matter 
of experiment, for which there can be no sufficient data 
from which its success can be calculated. 
bs Your Petitioners fee] it to be their duty to express to 
this. Honourable House their sincere opinion, that the 
public interest cannotibe better consulted, than by con- 
tinuing your Petitioners as the sole organs and channel, 
both for the trade with and the govermment of India, 
upon the principles established by the act of the thirty- 
third year of His Majesty’s reign, with such variations, 
as to the financial appropriations, and in some other 
points of detail, as present circumstances require and 
experience has pointed out. Your Petitioners ask not 
for an exclusive trade upon the narrow principles of 
~~ monopoly, for the mere purpose of commercial gain ; 
they have under their care interests of a much more 
exteuded and liberal nature, which it is their duty to 
atiend to. Your. Petitioners are ready to become 
parties to any arrangement, which shall be consistent 
with the rights of your Petitioners and the secnrity of 
British. India, and which will not deprive your Peti- 
toners of the means of fulfillmg their pecuniary en- 
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allotted to them. They hope they will not be deemed 
presumptuous, in humbly submitting their opinion, 
considered and reconsidered, that the opening of the 
trade with China, in: any degree, would endanger. its 
existence altogether ; and your Petitioners have, at no 


time, contemplated any alteration even in the export’ 


trade to the Kast-Indies, without considerable doubt and 
hesitation: but your Petitioners are-firmly of opimion, 
that the unrestrained liberty of importation from that 
country, otherwise than through the medium of the 
establishments of your Petitioners in London, would 
produce effects, which every well-wisher to his country 
must deprecate, and which would ‘put to extreme hae 
zard. any pledge, on the part of your Petitioners, for 
the good government of India or the performance of 
their obligations. Your Petitioners submit, that they 
would not be justified in becoming parties to any system, 
which, on consideration, should appear to them likely 
to proye an illusion. 


As your Petitioners do not venture to anticipate what | 


may be the determination of ‘this Honourable House 
upon. the question hereby submitted toits decision, your 
Petitioncrs hupe, that they will be excused for humbly 
stating what, in the cvent of the dissolution of the pre- 
sent system, they conceive would be found ta be the 
rights of your Petitioners, as well as their fair pretets 
sions,upon the justice and liberality of Parliamenty 
The* absolute right of your Petitioners, for their own 


use, to a.considerable part of the forts, towns, islands, ° 


territories, and rights, which they have acquired 


- abroad, never has been questioned, and your Peti- 


tioners believe it to be.unquestionable ; and notwith- 
standing the claim made for the Public to other parts 
of the. territorial acquisitions and revenues of your 
Petitioners, they entertain a strong hope, that the pro= 
perty, as well in those parts which were acquired by, 
conquest, under the powers of peate and war lawfully. 
exercised by your Petitioners, as in those parts which 
were otherwise acquired, would be found to belong ta 
x 2 


gagements,with-the Public.and individuals, orthe pene 


formance of the funttions whieh may be continued or — 
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) “og ctitionéts, in the sate way as.any other property 
itt His Majesty's dominions belongs to the owners 


thereof; stibject"to the sovereignty and: allegiance due 


\ to'His Majesty : but even supposing it should. be de- 


| términed, conttary to the sense and expectations ‘of 


. Petitioners touching their rights, that those places 
sre not the property of your Petitioners, your Peti- 


: ‘tioner's submit, that, in that case, if the possession were 
ae be assumed on the part of the Public, your Petn 
ii 


1ers would have*a just right to reimbursement of the 
expences which they have incurred in acquiring and 
Maintaining them, and in making the fortifications, 
and civil and military buildings and works whica your 
Petitioners have erected and improved upon them, with 
# compensation for the services and risk of your Peti- 
tioners, during the long time which they have had the 


_ “possession and government of such territories, under 


the confirmation of Parliament, and all other charges 
incurred by your Petitioners relative to such terri- 
tories. These expences and charges amount to many 
millions of money. Your Petitioners. also submit, that 
“they: have a just claim to be reimbursed all the sums 
“they Have paid, in discharge of debts contracted on ac- 
count of the territories, and to be indemhified against 
all other debts in respect of them, and which now re- 
_main undischarged. : 
~ Yotr Petitioners do not question, as an abstract prin« 
ciple, the right of any of His Majesty’s subjects, to trade 
~ with any part of His Majesty’s dominions; but-your 
>Petitioners humbly submit, that it cannot be contended, 
‘that any persons can have a right, except with the con- 
osent of your Petitioners, to use the settlements, fac- 


“etpévies, atid seats of trade, or to avail themselves of the 


~"mitans and. facilities, moral aiid physical, which your 


Petitioners, at a great expence.and risk, iave'created . 
O@racquired, and now, at great current charge, main- 


Soraitiy for the purposes of oummereéand civil inter- 
$ cour sey : : , ; . 
Bil ty Your Petitioners, therefore; most. humbly 


pray, that this Honourable House will take the 


0 pemises into its consideration, and make such 
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ty 


provision, as-in.its wisdom, it shall. see fit, for 


continuing the government of. the .rerritorial — 


acquisitions in the East-Indies in your Peti- 


tioners, and for settling the trade to the East- 


Indies and China and,other places, from. the 
Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, 
agcording to the present system; or that your 
Petitioners may have such relief in the premises: 
as their case -may require. os oe 
And-your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray, &c. hte 





Copy of a further Petition from the East-Ixpta 
Company to the Honorable Houss or Com- 
MONS. ” 


“To the Honorable the Commons.of the United King: 
dem of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliamen 
assembled, ‘ 


The humble Petition of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the 
Fast-Indies, 


SHEWETH: 


That loans of very large sums of money) have 


heretofore been raised in India, on the credit of your 
Petitioners, for the defence and protection of the 
British possessions there, by the terms of which loans © 


the creditors were entitled to the option of being paid> — 


off in India, or by bills of exchange to be drawn upon 
London ; and upon,..and in consequence of such 
obligations becoming. due, bills to the amount. of — 
£13,104,924 have been drawn, since the year 1807, 
upon your Petitioners, payable ia London, and the 
sum! of £10,902,924, part of the suid sum .of 
. £13, 2043924, has been discharged by your Petitioners, 
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and £2,202,090, residue thereof, now remains out- 


he'same will become due previous to the month of 
ch 1814, : 


teen ‘and the ‘larger part of the bills drawn for 


-©""That, for the purpose of enabling your Petitidners to 


I» 


1@, . . . : 
py the said bills of exchange which they have so dis- 
hatged to the amount of 10,902,924 they borrowed 
EXehequer bills of the Public, to the, amount of 
1,500,000 in pursuance of an act of parliament passed 
ae) ~p . ‘ . 
the fiftieth year of the reign of His present Majesty, 


entitled, «* An Act for granting to His Majesty a sum 


of Moncey to be raised by Exchequer Bills, and to 


be advanced and applied, in the Manner and upon 


*® the Terms therein mentioned, for the Relief of the 
«United Company of Merchants of England trading 
**'to the Last Indies:” and your Petitioners also raised 
the sum of 2,500,000 upon reduced three pounds per 


~tentam, annuities and consolidated three pounds per 


tentam annuities, respectively, transferable at the Bank 
ef England, in pursuance of an act of parliament made 
nd passed in the fifty-second year of His Majesty’s 
hina. entitled, “An ‘Act for advancing 2,500,000 to 
“the Kast-India Company, to enable them to dis 
« charge part of the Indian Debt.” E: 
~ That, by another act of pirliament, made and passed 
in the fifty-second year of the reign of His present Ma- 
jesty, entitled, * An Act to amend an Act of the fif. 
*'tieth year of His present Majesty, for granting a 
*€’Sum of Money to be raised by Exchequer Bills, to 
«be ‘advanced ‘and applied, in the manner and upon 
* othe terms therein mentioned, for the Relief of the 
* United Company of Merchants of England, trading 
s* to the East Indies,” it is enacted, that it shall be 
awful for the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Trea- 
sury or any three or more of them, to carry to the 
credit of your Petitioners, in repayment of the sums 
idvanted ‘under the provisions of the said act of pars 
Hiament of the Gftierh yeur of the reign of His present 
Majesty,-any sum or sums of money which should have 
been advanced or disbursed by your Petiuioners in the 
Fast Indies for His Majesty’s navy or any public ser- 
VICCS. : : 






Mio. ° Be 


o> ag sie Cx f 
That your Petitioners compute, that, after allowin 
in account such sum as your Petitioners are indebte, 
to His Majesty for the loan of the’said Exchequer Bills, ~ 
that ihe sum of €2,294,426 at the least, is now dueto 
your Petitioners, in respect of money which has been ~ 
advanced or disbursed by your Petitioners in the East 
Indies for His Majesty’s navy and other public ser- 
vices. :! 
That, by virtue of an act of parliament passed in the 
thirty-seventh year of the reign of Hispresent Majesty, 
entitled, An Act to enable the East-India Company 
“to raise money by further increasing their capital 
“* stock, and to extend the provisions now existing, » 
** respecting the present stock of the Company, to;the 
es said inarsaiad stock,” your Petitioners are now au- 
thorized to raise money. by increasing their capital 
stock by the sum of £2,000,000 but your Petitioners 
have not raised any moncy in exercise of the powers 
contained in the said act. 

That your Petitioners are now authorised by law to 
raise money in England upon bonds, to the amount of 
seven millions, and your Petitioners have now issned 
bonds to the amount of €5,409,325 and are at li- 
berty to issue further bonds to the further amount of 
£1,590,675: and by an act passed.in the fifty-first 
year of the reign of His present Majesty, entitled, ~ 
“An Act to enable, the Kast India Company to raise, _ 
** a further sum of money upon bond, imstead of ins 
** creasing their capital stock, and to alter and amend 
** an act passed in the forty-seventh year of the reign) 
* of His present Majesty relative thereto,” it is pros 
vided, that when your Petitioners shall have raised, 

‘under and by. virtue of the said act of the thirty. 
seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty, 
and of the said act of the forty-seventh year of the 
reign of His present Majesty and of that act, such 
sums of money as together should amount to the 
sum of four millions sterling, from thenceforth it 
should not be lawful for your Petitioners to raise 
any further sum of money upon bond; and all mo, 
ney which, from thenceforth, should be raised by ine 









_ «rease of capital stock, ane and sane. of ade 
i), tioned acty-sbould be applied in discharge of, 
s said nee until the said Bond? debt, created by 
” wirtue of the said act of the forty-seventh. year of the 
reign of his Majesty, or of that act, together with the 
Be to be raised by increase of capital as aforesaid, 
_ should be reduced to the sum of four millions sterling. 
_ “That, upon an estimate of the probable receipts and 
“payments of your Petitiuners in England, inclading 
“Sean 7st the receipts the said sum of £2,294,426 so due 
or ive the Pablic to your Petitioners, as herein-before 
> Mentioned, it appears that it will be advantageous and 
~ wecessary to the concerns of your Petitioners, that they 
should be authorised to ‘raise the sum of £2,500,000 on 
loan, ina different manner from that#n which they may 
_ pow raise pioney, for the purpose of enabling them to 
'. discharge the said bills of exchange, to the amount’ of ' 
£2,202 ,000 drawn in liquidation of the Indian debt, to 
| provide for their other current payments, and to-enable 
your Petitioners, as circumstances may fender it #d-~ 
~~) Wisable, toreduce the amount of their bond debt, withs" 
| > Olt increasing their capital stock. A sed 
* “Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray, that. 
_ this Honourable House will be pleased to direct the. 
_. payment of the said sum of £2,294,426 so due by. 
the Public to your Petitioners, as herein-before is. 
__ Mentioned, and to grant to your Petitioners such 
,_ Telief in the premises, as to this Hononrable House ~ 


E  *, “shall.seem meet. 


“»And. your. Petitioners, as in duty bound, will even. 
or pray, Ke, QO 
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The. Peoutdems of. the India Board havin read his Te- 
centJetter of the. 4th; ying at referred Cour 
the petitions presented to. Parliament.i» the course. 


last. session, from the Merchants and Picea 


connected with the Outports, for, fuller information 
had beenithen imparted, to the Court, ¢ concerning the rem, 
presentations whigh had induced His Ma 

to be of opinion, thatthe import trade trom.t 
Indies.should, not, be confined to the Port. of alte 


_ Your Committee determined on, examining those petis, 


tions, asthey stand recorded in the votes of the House 
of:.Commoys. But, in going into this’ task,.. your, 
Committee found, that it involved a review of all the, 
petitions lately preferred against a renewal of: the, 
Company’s Charter, because “the arguments iu favour. 
of, the Outports were interspersed through them. . The 
whole of Whee étitions bave, ther fore, “been perused ; 

and one remark, which immediately presehts itself on 






that perusal, —W tertvark entitled, in the opisi6f of your 

ominittce, to particular attention, —is, that those ar- 
guinents in behalf. of the Outports are, in’ very ma- 
terial degree, the arguments which aré dired ‘urged 
for the aboiition of the whole of the Company's ex- 


clisive commercial privileges ; and the’claims: of ‘the 
Outports ure contended for, as a part of*the*éntire 
fteedom in the Eastern trade, which is demanded for 
all the subjects of the empire. ‘The places, especially, 


ajesty,’s eee ' 


which are strictly Outports, proceed in their petitions A 


upon principles which arraigo every species and de- 
gree, of monopoly ; ; and it is chiefly from those prin- 
ciples that they dedace, as a conse uence, the right 
of the Outports to a free participation. in Indian um- 


: Pale But as, in the dehuerdte and just opinion af 
i 


s Majesty’s Ministers, those principles and argu. 
¥ Ae 
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ments are not. valid for the main claim of the Peti- 
tioners, it is to be presumed, that neither can they, in 
the eenicn me valid for the subordinate claim 
‘ts, so far as it is rested on the same 
foundations, which, however, are the foundations built 
op by the generality of the Petitions. Thefew re- 

Sue eTgaments on this question, relate, principally, 
is to the facility and certainty with which theereyenue 
mh be collected’ at the Outpprts, and to the safety 








_ ‘with which the honourable men, composing the coms 
/. Mercial class of this country, may be admitted to all 
the. settlements. and countries of the East. But these 
are there assertions.of opinion, to be classed with the 
untried theories” of the time, and, as far as the light 
ofexperience goes, opposed by is, If they were even 
gail bai they are in no.degree, they would not, 
any means, satisfy all the great interests, abroad 
and at home, which are involved in the question of the 
Outports; and therefore your Comizittee are entirely 
%» at.a loss to discover, how the arguments in favour of 

~ tHose ports, as they stand in the petitions to Parlia- 
ment, resting chicfly on principles which His Majesty’s 


selves to the Minisiers,.as, in their view, ‘ to establish 


" trade to the port of Londoa ;”-or how, from the er- 
partere Fesentations of those petitions, which proceed 
ou the demand of an entire liberty of trade to India and 
Couey a demand sesisted. byHis Majesty’s Government, 
any, clear definite idea is to bé obtained of that degree 
of te iberty of trade, which the merchants may enjoy. 
Dostre sy obtig7tyy) ; . OY" 
Fi a injury toothér important national interests.” 
And hende your Committee humbly conceive, that this 
 » ptoblim, so important in.its nature, namely, the mea- 
/-y sure_of forther liberty whichmay be safely granted, still 
remains to. be sdived, and veguires deliberate and ac~ 
' cubzte investigation. n 
 .. These, remarks may, per receive some. cone 
?. firmation, from. the, suceingt wiew which your Com. 
\%. miittee, ecolarging somewhat their first,design, are now 
‘abot ta submit, of the principal matters contained im 
tive Riise wise Te Rew. b ’ . « BILAL ON 
e¥ 


ernment do notwadmit, have so presented tens, 


“a claim against.an.absoluté restriction of the import. 
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the petitions for the abolition of thé Company’s coms — 
mercial privileges, and of the answers to which they 
are obvioasly liable. Although'the same tions, 
which are. thus urged, have often been cémbated, it 
may be: proper, on account 6f the channel in’ which” 
they now come forward, and of-the publicity of the’ 
present discussion, to give some distinct reply to therm, — 
which will, at least, turthér evince the disposition of* 
the Court to shrink from no charge, and to shuh no 
inquiry. ‘ 
All the materia! objections which appear in those pe- 
titions to the renewal of the Company’s charter, may be! 
comprised under the following heads :— Mt : 
Ist. That commercial monopoli¢s, especially” 
if extensive ,and long continued, are, in their 
nature, and according to the experieiice of past. 
ages, inexpedient, impolitic, and unjust; and that — 
the monopoly of a joint stock company must be 
managed with negligence, waste, and prodigality, ” 
unlikely to be practised by private merchants. . 
(Some of the petiuions admit, that monopolies may * 
be tolerated in the beginnings of trade. ) ~ 
2d.—That the monopoly of the East-Iidia Come. 
pany has been injurious to the nation, great evils 
having resulted from it :—that it is inadequate to. 
-an extended trade ; has locked up wational capital; 
‘chasiwretarded improvement; has not advanced — 
iotréde, nor carried it to many countries within 
» the Company’s. limits :—that it cools the ardour _ 
of generous and liberal competition ; has deptived _ 
‘the woollen manufacturers of Gloucester, Wilt- 
« shire, Exeter, Shrewsbury, and tie manufactures 
ef other places; some, of supplying an immense 
{ population; others, of preparing articles for 
7-. China, on lower terms than the Company allow ; 
others, ef carrying on trade with India and the 
countries north of it; others of recetving orders, _ 
- infinitely beyond what they now obtain from the” 
» Kast-India Company :—thet it~ is. (particularly 
« de the opinion of the Staffordshire’ potters) unfa- 
yourable so the introduction of new articles :— 
Y¥2 








that its are 4 the Evst’do' not amount toa fifth 
Of the exports of this country to America i—that all 
eas Of participation in the profits of 'a monopoly 
’ ray paymeit into the Exchequer, ever will 
“pe vain and iilusory ; of which the disappointment 
“Oo @fithe nation, in ‘regatd to the Company, is a’com- 
Pe plete illustration that the intention of opening 
») the trade will be ‘frustrated, by leaving the Com- 
©) “pany any conttoul over private trade :—that it is 
“proved, by undeniable documents, that if the trade 
path be allowed to remain under its present restrictions, 
© “© Gt-will languish, decay, and pass into the hands of 
“other states :—that it musty if continued, drunk 
10 the sources of “private wealth and national re- 
he venuez—that the reasonings in favour. of the 
eS ' monopoly’ proceed from narrow,’ partial views, 
| (shave been demonstrated fallacious, and-will apply 
fh evequally to every other branch of British com- 
et merce :—that it is hamiliating ‘to individuals, de- 
b> © * grading to the national character, and a national 
S605 sprievance. . ' 
af °3d.—That, notwithstanding the ircrease-of the 
8)! Company's territories, their tradé has decreased, 
i © thourh protected from encunies atid hostile rivalry : 
= - —that, since the renewal of the Charter in 1793, 
bs. ebeosthey have added greatly to ther debt:—that the 
) ©)! pecuniary participation held ont to the country in 
| 8 1793, nas not been realized, but- has beén con- 
) 0) werted by the East’ India Company into repeated 
5 
k 





_ ©! © ¢laims on’ the public purse and credit, forenormous 


sums to support their establishments 5; and that 
) «further, and still greater pecuniary assistance is 
—. ©) b* now required, to avert embarrassments, in which 
h -t they Inay be soon involved. Me, 
is 4th—That a fall and free right to trade to and 
~ #0) with all countries and people in amity with His 
_ se Majesty, and more particularly those countries 
\ se) aeguired and maintained by the efforts and valour 
Ba oil} of the forces of His Majesty, is naturally the un- 
al doubted birthright and inheritance’ of the people 
vise ef this empires of every subject of it, ard every 


ee 


gz 


dasipait init 3) and. that;.the . soropin exercise » 
Us ythat. right. is/essentially, neces nid 


+ oMentof the Eastern trade to the ort of Loudon, 


trade to India, enlarged their docks ;.and) Holl, 
_that’there should be no restraizit as to the size of 


swhy the trade to China should not be opened :— 


-tea duties.is ideal :—tbat the British chavaster for- 







ry -to. the | 
tenance of the manufacturers, and 
» the commerce.of this country ;-—-that 1 


would bg, a violation of, that, right, .at once un- 
heegssury, unjust, and impolitic :—-annecessary, 
because ;the dutics may be collected wirb greater © 
ease and less loss by, pilferage in the-Outports, the 
taxes on West-Indian and American produce being 
now collected with known safety un nst, because - 
every mercantii¢ place inthe United Kingdom is, 
entitled to the same. privileges.:--and impolitic,. 
because the superior economy and dispatch thago” 
prevail in the Outports, are requidie to secuream, 
equality with, doreign nations. In these jelaims - 
for wie Outports, there is a general concurrence in 
the petitions, from Plymouth, Giasgow, Paisly, 
Dundee, Arbroath, Leith, Edinburgh, Belfast, : 
Bristol, Liverpool, and Hull ; of winch three last’ 
mentioned places Bristol and Liverpool staie, that 
they. bate, in contemplation of the opening of the 


’ 
i 
¥ 
vessels to be admitied into the Indian (rade. 
5th. ‘That 10 satisfactory reason can be assigned, 


that the difficulty apprehended in collecting the 


bids injurious suspicions, as. to iuconventences in 
India and China from opening the trade ;—that, 
in the avowed opinion of one svt of petitionars, the 
merchants of this country should be allowed to 
trade directly from the East to the British, West- 
Indies 5 and another.set claim, that the, pro lucts 
of the East shall, without being. first landed: in this 
kingdom, be transported to the Britis West- 
Indies, the American.colynics, and all other coun. 
tries.south of Cape. F,nisterre, und, within the 
Ne ger ’ 

bth. That the existing’ monppoly ‘bas, contrary 
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it : ¢ yi rj Parse 
E -»- toltreason and justice, se to a singular Saeco 
| Sevemthe concession of privileges to foreign vations! 
E pate awith his Myjeey? which are rigorously de- 
$0 4@ merchants of the British empire; or, . 
me “ahead fing to others, that the trade is open to 
[  wcvall the world except British merchants :-—that the 
* > tev Athercan States have long enjoyed this trade, at 
- .-sthe expence of our own people, employing British 
oo@apital, and compelling the Company to shrink 
from competition:—that they have engrossed a 
reat part of this trade, and also of that to China, 
which the Company formerly possessed :—that 
jethe American’ merchants, being unfetiered, have 
, mndersold the Company in the markets of Europe, 
f .-*osbave deprived them of those markets, and also the 
_ gummarkets of South America, the West Indies, the 
tMcditerranean, and Malta, whilst the English - 
atrade has become less extensive and profitable:— 
, /&ethatthe example of the citizens of the United 
» (States, whe have evinced the superiority of indivi- 
‘dual industry, when opposed to the negligence and 
i . et of a joint stock company, and, the de- 
*  .olays-and abuses of their coticerns, proves the com- 
i sppeteney of British individuals to carry on an ex- 
.tensive commerce to the Last Indies, China, and 
» (Other countries “within the Charter of the Com- 
, pany :—that the monopoly is favorable te fo- 
. ¥eigoers, injurious to British subjects, and its abo- 
ig ition necessary, to enable British merchants to 
“) meet.neutrals, and other foreigners, in fair compe- 
tition with the products of the Kast in their own 
smarkets: or, at least, according to others, ‘that 
British subjects should be put on a footing with 
| > »-foreigners in this trade. 
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Bor swt 7th. That the distresses and privations of the 
) © ‘manufacturing and trading classes (distresses ag~ 
'- _gravated, say some, by the monopoly of the East 
F dndia Company), under the continental system of 
b _\ Bonaparte; the disputes with America, the exclu- 


sion from usual markets, the stegnation or declipe 
of trade, are grievous :—that the mercantile, mas 
eight 5 eoo5y ee ; 
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nufacturing, and shipping interests, all suffer:—  ~ 
that the country is burthened qwith great maval ~~ 
© and military establishments ;—and that, wmdersuch  — 
“hardships, pressures, and exclusions, @¥ery “pos-  » 
“gible relief is wanted, and! new sources of trade 
. © ought to be looked for ; and that, omaceount ofthe | + ~ 
existing war, and for the maiptenanee of our waval  .~ 
’ superiority, and the preservation of our commer- 
clal, maritime, and financial interests, an open 
trade is necessary. “al 
8th. That it is a well ascertained fact,tbatdur- 
ing the time of the Protectorate, there weremen  ~ 
who boldly violated the Company’s Charter, and — 
carried on the trade with such success, shat they > 
were able to sell the commodities of the Hast in the 4 
different markets of Europe, on lower terms than 
* bad ever been known ; and, at this. day, individual 
merchants have traded to India with profit, even 
~ under all the difficulties, delays, and taxes im- 
posed upon them by the Company :—that the ‘pri- , 
vate trade has continued to increase, although fet- 
“tered with many restrictions; but that theserestric- 
tions deter people, unacquainted with India, and re~ 
siding at home, from engaging an-the trade :—that 
a free trade to the East would be a measure adntira- 
bly.calculated for removing present evils, would be’ 
a substitute for the loss of European commerce, an 
equivalent for al] other markets, and would:neces- 
sarily open new and extensive markets; a ‘field 
greater than any other country offers, and beyond 
the grasp of the enemy; a field to Britishiskill, in- 
‘dustry, and enterprize, and to capital, otherwise 
useless, whilst the national resources are stunted ; 
—that thousands, who are now reduced to idle- 
ness and poverty, might be actively enguged:— 
that the capital, spirit,.and knowledge of British 
mefchants, are unbounded :—that a free trade ‘ta 
India would tura the wealth acquired. by the ‘fo- 
“reign merchant into the pockets’ of. the subjects of 
this country; would excite a fair emulatior to 
bring all the produce ofthe Last to its: proper Je- 
“él in the home market, to the great bencht of this 












sian paced scat ovr manufacturers; wie 
advantage, to.exerttheir skilland pris 
ce new articles-of trade} and. te give’ fu 
*nent to the operative classes of the com- 
i tewoold- circulate ‘the trade, now, confined 
“git London, through every part. of’ ‘the Unned - 
~ Kingdom ;, would be the means of increasing our 
i maritime strength, our financial respurves, and 
‘ahe» wealth and. glory of the British Empire. 
Such is the general tenor of the petitions on 
- this head; but the Janguageof the ene from 
Sheffieldis so animated and. sanguine, , that it 
\pMay not-be improper. to transcribe. a part of it. 
» The petitioners are fully persuaded, if the trade 
‘tothe Kast Indies were thrown .open to all-His 
“s “ Majesty’ 's subjects, such. new and abundant mar- 
's© kets, would be discovered and established, as 
** would enable them to set at defiance every ef-. 
wi “¢ fort to injure them, by, that sworn enemy, 
©, their prosperity and the peace of Europe, the 
** present unprivcipled ruler of France; and.ahat™ 
nt *¢ the petitioners doubt ‘not, if the trade ofthis 
2 ** United Kingdom were permitted toflowuoim- 
** peded over those extensive, luxuriant, andopu- 
** lent regions, though it mighty i in the outset; hike 
** a torrent represt and swolb by obstruction, when 
“€ its sluices were first opencd, break forthsayith 
© € ancontroulable impetuosity, deluging, instead 
a of supplying the district before it, yet.that very 
** violence, which, at the beginnings might, be ; 
**\ partially injurious, would, ‘i@ the. issueyyprove 
~aS* highly and permanently beneficial ; ‘no part bee 
: ** ing unvisited, the waters -of commerce; that 
'-. oofSospread over the face of the Jand, as they subs 
aft sided, would wear themsclyes channels, through,» 
osffowhich they might-continue to flow ever alteru: 
se ftowards,:in-regular-and fertilizing. streams 5. adie 
a ** that, to the wealthy, epterpriaing, honorablesiie 
_ off and "indefatigable Britis» merchant, conducting 
suff in-person his own-concerns,' no: obstacle -weulds 
ooff proveinsurmountable, no: prejudice invincible ss 
** no digiealey disheartening: wants, where he 
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(ty AEP RNG 
"+ de® found then, be would supply | where « 
ve pathacaate ae would ‘create them, “by-aff 
_ he**othe means‘of gratification? ~~" > 
<0 9th. ‘Tharthe imagined hardship: ofa | 
_ : Sethe Company of the only:lucrative branch ‘oft 
~'s. botrade; that to China, will’ beoalleviated, by ‘the’ 
oo) Guewealthy- influence, » knowledge; and ‘experience, 





beavhich, intheirvunited capacity, they willstill be — 
“enabled to’ dppose tu the unassisted efforts of pri- 











co vate inerchants jthat if, “indeed,” the Company,» — 


vocdn carry on trade to greater advahtage thar ithe — 


private merchant, they have nothing tofear they” 


will reapstheir merited}reward by the benefit! of 





»competition; - and-without~ competition, neither — . 


, = would’commerce: have'risen to" its'-presentstand= 
~isand, nor will it increase to -bear the increasing ex-" 
6 pences:of the: nation :—And with respect»to “the 
~ danger, of excessive speculation, it is said-by Glas- 

, & gow to'be imaginary, because theenterprize‘of in- 


o dividuals is uniformly limited by their;means*and » © 
- Stguecess; becadse any evil of thisematutre is tempo- > 
nw rary, and: checks itself; ‘and that,:the™ery worst 
ocothat can occur, tn theevent of the abandonment of the’ 


-wigrades by the public, would be; that matters would 


Qh again return ta\ their present state’ On all ‘the 
- 6 grounds, therefore, stated in the petitions, they in 


so general require.a fall and entirefreedom of trade’ 


' bs torthe Eastward of the Cape of Good Hopeyinclid.. 


‘> ing China, and all the countries within, the, Cliar~ 


© ver.of the East India Company: .and, for the”. 


© -means of indemnifying or remunerating the*tlaims 
‘of the Compauy, one petition ‘proposes, $a Fair 
and equal: impost on the trade in question:? we * 

_ Your Committee having thus submitted anebstrdct, 
under different heads, of the contents. ofthe petitions, 
in«whieh wbstract, they»are ‘persuadedy nothing *mite- 


etiofis’on ‘each. of those heads, ;Cher" ws oe meat 


om omitted; will’now proceed torffer some observa — 


©. Andsyfirst,—With regard tothe doctrine>of mongp 

* Fiesin general, your Commirteedo: not conceives that 
they are much called upon to'dnter Suntan dese on 
SE ved jatar: puit.giies iii eaoitiben -f 


RR RT SRNR 
because, what is termed the monopoly. of the 
India Company is, as it now existsand has jong 


institution of a singular. nature,. formed 








'. upon principles peculiar to itself, not merely. or chinily " 
for. rposes of trade, and must be examined with — 
. Yeference to the ends. of its institution, and the imports ° 
* ance of those ends; which will be the subject of the next 
article. Inthe mean time, it may be obsetved upon 
this first head, that the ablest writers on political eco- _ 
» omy, and the most strenuous against monopolies, have, 
BN bi condemned them simply and universally, as most of 
the. petitions now in. question do, Even Dr. Adam ~- 
Smith acquiesces in the establishment of the chartered 
Banks of England and, Scotland, which are species of 
mionopoly.; and he praises the Act of Navigation, 
which is founded on the principle of exclusive )privi- | 
He admits, also, the propriety. of a temporary 
monopoly of new machines and new books; and what — « 
is More immediately to the present purpose, he grants, 
~ in agreement with Montesquicu and others, as some of 
. the petitioners seem also candidly to allow, that ‘¢ when 
“© a company of merchants (to use his own words) un- 
“ dertake at. their own risk and expense, to establish a 
* new trade with some remote and barbarous nation; it 
. «may not be unreasonable to incerporate them into a 
*¢ joint stock company, avd to. grant them a mono- 
-*¢ poly,.in. case-of their success, for, a certain..number 
*¢ of years. It is the easiest and most natural way,in 
_* which a State can recompence them for hazarding a. 
» ® dangerous and. expensive experiment, of which the 
‘s public is afterwards to reap the beaefit.” . But, even 
iM this proposition, it may be. observed, that. the intee 
rests of the two parties, tbe company of merchants and 
She Ghblics seem scarcely. to be equally cared for, The 
ivilege given by the State isa privilege for its.owna 
benefit, which is to cost it nothing, should the experi. 
ament. fail: and. of which it is to enjoy the Berman an 
antage, if the experiment succeed.,: It is, safe,fromx ” 
_ Joss; aud, besides its share of what present, advantage 
there, may, be, is So fitte Wissel the fee-simple ofall 
' §he gain. that may result. Undoubtedly, in,thiscase, 
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season of -hazard and vicissitude | is’ past, 
ample; aridit were to be wished, that th 
now so eager to take gratuitous possession t 
commercial establishments, gormed at stich” 


ald 
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” risks:and expence by the Kast-India Company, would 


consider more equitably than the language of their 
petition does, the fair claims of a body, even if re+ 
garded merely jn a commercial light, who have hi+ 
therto been working through a long series of time, 


of difficulties, and dangers, to the vast bencfit of the 





nation, whilst their own fair compensation yet remains. f 


to be obtained. oS ies" 
Secondly.—With respect to that species of exclusive 


privilege, called the East-India Company’s moiiolibt, : 
€ 


your Committee cannot begin their remarks upon t 

Accusations brought against it, without lamenting the 
surprising want of information which the generality of 
the petitioners discover, relative to the Company’s 
System, conduct, and affairs; and, your Committee 
até compelled to add, a mortifying defect of attention, 


also, regarding things'that could not possibly be un= ~ 


known'to the petitioners. They treat the whole question - 
. of the monopoly, as if it were purely a commercial 
question; as if it involved no higher question of policy 5 


as''if it stood unconnected with the acquisition, the 
government, and the preservation of a great Indian 
empire ; and as if, from its political relations, the ques- 
tion concerning it had no bearing on the British cone 
stitution, “Thus, say some of the petitioners, “ the 
“« ‘feasonings:ip favour of the monopoly proceed from 
** natrow, partial views, demoristrated to be fallacious) 
“and which will apply equaily to every other branch 
‘© of British commerce ;” whereas it is abundantly ob- 
vious, that the exclusive commercial privileges enjoyed 
bythe Company in the Indian trade (however well 


' gnritled they are to them on other accounts), are cone 


“tended for by them, and have been continued by the 
Legislature, mainly because deemed to be fecessary for 
the political government of India, and not at’all oa aes 
count of avy pecuniary participation, which ‘ofie of the 
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“errdneonsly assumes to W6' nidi in question 
s cause, also, was tinderstood'to require the 
e of the Chifa. monopoly, though that ‘pri- 
ast nds upon other irrefragable ‘grounds, ‘as? the | 
Suni ited adinission’ of: @ritish ships into any/quarter — 
%of theEastern Seas ‘could not be thought compatible 
“avith the system adopted for the security of gur eastern 
#eerritorial’ possessions. The commercial monopoly 
therefore is; in a word, an instrument in the hands of 
{the Com any, for the political government of India. 
y) Such, it-has been maintained by them, and admitted by 
Ministers, in the discussions respecting the Charter, 
“tobe ;, but this great truth, ‘either as‘a fact or as a prin- 
_Siple, is unnoticed in the petitions: Some: of the peti- 








ii tiohers are, indéed, so just as to recollect, that the India 
Company have territorial rights, and to Say that it'is not 
Be theif Wish to trench on them ; but they do not seém'to 
P “be aware, that those rights can be enjoyed only through 
©. the’medium of comimercial privileges, or that any pro- 
“vision can be made for’ securing them, compatibly with 
_. their own claims for ah universal opening of the Eastern 
* trade. The petitioners proceed; “not only as ‘if the 
x “renewal of the priviligesin the Indiai trade were hierely 
". @ question of commerce, but as'if it Were a question of 
stri¢t' monopoly such as was agitated in King William’s | 
ae time, To the admission given to private merchants into 
_) the Tidian trade by the act of 1793, enlarged’ by the 
_,, atrangement of 1802, and in practice occasionally still 
~ further “extended (not to speak of the considerable pri- 
 wileges enjoyéd’by the commanders’ and officers of the 
“ Company’s ships), the petitioners do tot ‘advert; except 
to blame the Company for the alleged inefficiency of ail 
& those concessions, which, in reality, greatly relaxed the 
| Monopoly, and made it what the late: Lord Melville 
_ galled a regulated, or qualified” monopoly.” Th ‘thus 
cer suring the Company, the petitioners resort to Soma 
¢ Cs gh hana formerly brought against them, and sufs 
was eat aa on their part ; except in respect to 
+ the irregular dispatch ‘of ‘the extra’ships from Indid, a 
_, Matter origisiating with the governments there fromithe 
political circumstances of the ‘times3°but that ebtitros 
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_Wersy-is now past, and. uite ‘iprelevant, to the presen 
"estate of things; for.another point to-be held up to pat= 
ly ace ~ 


-squiesced in vastly larger concessions, that ds, ina ges © 
.eheral_trade between th ted Kingdom ap Tuga, rf 

~ Yet this new and great | 
_change in, the Indian system, the petitioners too ge- 


, evertheless persist in charging them with all the evils. 
s)e0f the most rigid monopoly, for the purpose, as it would 
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_ticalar attention is, that the Company 
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nerally’overlook. That it has ever attracted their notice, a | 


is only to. be inferred from their contending,,that the | 
trade shall be general to all the ports of the kingdom; — 
but.in their attacks upon the Company,. they actas if 
the whole original stracture of the monopoly were_still 
standing and obstinately defended, and when the Com~ 
pany acquiesce ip large relaxations, the petitioners: 


Seem, of aggravating the case against the Company in 


.ypopulation. that empire contains ; or that the governs | 
ment of it should remain with them, and consequently 


», ¥ileges, fairly brought into view. ca “i 
, But it ought to be again and again pressed upon,the.~ 
)) spublic attention, that the first and great object, in any — 


_ of that empire is a.consideration paramount to all bana ; 


-the eyes of Parliament and of the public, and strength- 


ening ‘the prejudices, which so much pains have been _ 


taken to diffusc. . Thus the ‘political part of the Com: 7% 
pany’s system, andi its intimate connection with the 


commerce, is left entirely out of sight; and the present 





state of the Company’s commercial privileges is not. |” 
accurately represented, nor the actual state of the — 
question, concerning the future measure of those -pris . ~ 


new,arrangement for India, is not Comment eee 
litical; and that the safe and beneficial administrati 


" No-one has denied, either that the Company have cons 
: ducted, and do conduct the administration, to the great 


improvement of the security and happiness of the vast 


that the. means requisite to enable them to continue to 


a spoint, as has been already intimated, the petitions in 


execute so great. a trusty should also be afforded, The 
nature and extent. of those means form, therefore, the 
precise question.now .at issue: but. on this important 
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ate quite silent, and the propositions contained 
go » deprive the Company svaollyof those 

wticularly the monopoly of the China trade}, 


song f * ccutinuing which will be explained. in a 
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‘ith regard to the eff the monopoly on the: 
fanufactures, trade, and other interests of this country, _ 

Afany thing said in these days to the discredit of the 

4 Company would occasion surprize, it would be the ree 

) presentations given in the petitions on that-head.. The 

_ Company are accused of obstructing the export of the 


y 


> 
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mabufactures of this country, even by some (with an 


hoke f 


honourable exception of the rest) of those woollen. ma- 
~ nufacturers, who have owed their chief employmentito 
the Company’s commissions, ‘continued for. the benefit 


of the nation, under a certainty of deriving now profit 


f 
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fia the ‘exported article, i 
‘Of those * andeniable documents,” b; which one of . 
_ the petitions, in- an authoritative: style, affirms, ¢¢ at )is 
ct proved, that if the trade be allowed to remain under 
its present restrictions, it will languish, decay, and 
“© pass into the hands of other states ; that the mono« 
« poly must, if continued, diminish the resources of 
** private wealth and of national revenue ;” yourComs 
" mente have never heard, and they. cannot conceive, 
that any such documents exist. . It is more probable, 
. that the petitioners bave put their own sense upon the 
statements of the Company, which furnish the ‘most 
_@uthentic materials in this case, and if fairly examined, _ 
with a reference to other relative circumstances, will 
‘lead to conclusions directly opposite. ‘Phe subject of 
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© othe American trade to India, which seems chiefly al- 
dada to, will be discussed in the sequel. That trades 
_ as will hereafter more fully appear, has owed its increase 
"essentially to the state of war, in which this nation has 


beet placed for a long serics of years past. If,the 
American trade with India were still going en, a much 
easier and juster remedy for the alleged evils/of it could: 
be found, than the extinction of the Company’s res 
maining commercial. privileges, But these » heavy 
forehodings are pronounced, when America, and every 
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Baropeat nation the’ distressed One’ of ‘Pongal eas 
cepted) ‘are actually wholly excluded from, the Th : 


«~ There seemis to be 2 genetal and deplorable delusion, 
respecting the practicabilityof a vast extension of she 
sale of the’ manufactures-of this country in India and | 
China, and of the productions of those countries here,” 
This question will be the immediate object of a follow- 
ing article; but your Committee may, in the mean. 
time, confidently say, that the Company have, in along 
course of ‘years, made more numerous, Pho vent ak 7 
costly experiments, in attempting to push the vent of — 
British commodities, particularly woollens and “metals, ~~ 
in'the east, than the means, the resources, the safety of. 
private merchants, are likely to enable them to make. 
“Phe Correspondence of the Company with their ser-  ~ 
yants abroad, at different periods, on this interesting 
concern, would fill many Wolumes. That the East. 
India Company, far from: impeding the prosperity of. — 
the country, as the petitions, in opposition to history. 
and experience, allege, have, by means of their mono-, ~ 
poly; essentially, contribiited to its wealth and its great- 
ness, it willbe much more easy to shew than to discover, 
accurately, where the limit of the advantages reared %, 
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from their institution is to be fixed. They gavea very 
early:impulse to the manufactures and trade of this,” 
country. They opened a new commerce, not with the: 
‘East only, but, by means of their returns from thence, rt 
with foreign Europe. They soon increased the ship- 
building, and improved the navigation of the kingdom 5» 
both whichrthey have in latter times, carri¢d to 2 de~ . 
gree of advancement, that has made their fleets ger-, 
viceable in the wars of the nation, and the commané ers 
successful; in adding to the-naval glory of their coun- | 
try. Against the jedlous rivalship of the’ Portuguese and 

_ Dutch, they; through a long coursé of hostilities from a 
superior force; maintained tor this nation a share in the 
Anidian trade ;‘they preserved it from being totally lost, 
amidst all the convulsions of the’civil wars; they out- 
lived-even: the more dangerous innovations of subse-, 
quent periods ; ‘they upheld in India, the national ia~ 
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Company’s imports have decreace1, although the salea” 
have, in'some years, fallen off, by the pert 
British commodities from the European Continent; an® 
evil common to all the merchants of this country, wud 
- pew the occasion of a charge against the Companys’ 
* ~\ And what virtae can the expulston of enemics and’. 
rivals from the Indian Seas have to increase trade, if, | 
when merchandize is brought to Europe, there is only” 
a tardy and diminished sale for it? Again, is it a” 
thing of course, that recently acquired provinces, im" 
poverished, unsettled, containing a people every way 
dissimilar to us, should purchase our commodities,” 
when the inhabitants of other parts of Hindostan, \. 
where we have been settled for ages, have still so little 
relish for them? The stipulation inthe Act of 17935" 
for a pecuniary participation by the Public, was a‘ 
conditional stipulation, depending on a contingency, | 
which has never become a reality, but in one year, 
that immediately following the last renewal of the’ 
Charter. The long war, in which, with hardly any 
intermission, this country has been engaged, ever 
since 1793, has, by increasing the Company’s ex- 
pences, beyond the most extravagant supposition that” 
could ‘have been previously formed on that head,” 
absorbed all the expected sources of accumulation, ‘OF » 
this, every Admivistration since 1794 has been sensi- 
sivle; but the same utterly groundless charge continues “ 
tobe repeated. This “ promised participation,” say 
some’ of the petitions, ‘* has been converted by the” 
*« Company into repeated claims on the public purse” » 
** and credit for enormous sums, to support their estae |’ 
*€ blishments:” a most unfounded statement. The 
Company have never had occasion to apply for aid to- 
support their establishments ; their applications to 
Parliament have either been in consequence of levies 
by Government on the score of participation in the 
terfitorial revenues, or for reimbursement of immense 
sums expended for the Siate in military expeditions, 
sums'very tardily acknowledged, and not yet fully paid: 
or to enable the Company to meet thie transfer of Tn- 
diatterritorial debt to this country ; @ debt not ‘ins «4 
Aa 
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ereased ‘By thei’ order, or according to: their, wish, 
thougt the petitions charge the icrease ‘tothem, but 
sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government and by: Par- 
liament$ ‘a ‘debt,’ which, every intelligent »persom 
Kaows, it nevér Was, or cun be possible, in the nature 
of things, to discharge out of the Company’s commer: . 
cial funds, and therefore most unjustly made g grouitd 
‘of acciisation against them. 
* Fourthly.—The claim to a full and free trade, .as 
the right, ‘by birth and inheritance, of every subicet’ 
6f this realm, and the arguments in favor of extending 
it to the Outports,' are contained under the fourth head. 
With regard to tlie’ general position on which the 
arguments are founded, little need be said. It is an 
obvious principle, that men, living in- society, must 
submit''to the laws of the society, and to restraints 
upon their natural liberty, when the public interest, 
in the opinion of the legislative authority, requires. it. 
The Indian monopoly was at first established, because 
‘it was thought beneficial to the commercial interests of 
the country. It was long continued on the same prin- 
ciple; now it is more a political than a commercial 
+ ae It may be stated thus: Whether it. be more 
for the interest of the nation, to maintain the Indian 


pk under the system which has hitherto preserved 
an 


improved it,—a system greatly relaxed as tothe 
trade with India, and which has also preseryed a 
Jucrative commercial intercourse with China,—or to 
‘adopt a system of entirely free commercial communi- 
eation with both countries, at the hazard of losing 
“that empire and the China trade, or of rendering the 
“tranquillity and retention of the one, and the enjoy- 
“ment of the other, Jess securc?.« Until this question, 
or one reduced to still lower terms, namely, Whether 
‘it would be prudent, forthe sakeof the object inview, 
“to rin any hazard, where the stake is so great? issolved 
Sfp favor of an open trade, the pica of natural inherent 
‘right tias no title to be heard. No stich solutiomdas 
“yet-béen produced, It has, on the contrary ,,been 


~shewn, that‘ dangers and disadvantages,: both! mothe 


*Eastind wr homes would: atvend ithe sopening: ofthe . 
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trade ;:but ithas not been shown, that.any, measures, 
which have'been suggested as preventives, would be 
at all ‘effectual.. No adequate provision, therefore, 
against those dangers and disadvantages is yet prO+ 
posed; hence, it may fairly be presumed, nove, has 
been found. — But, until such a remedy: is discovered, 
“ite presgnt system ought not to be overtarned,> The 
opening of the Outports would, according to.the unan- 
swered reasonings of the Court, have this effect. The 
opening of a part of the Outports would Jead to the 
same effect, though perhaps by a somewhat. slower 
progress ; for it would immediately reduce and derange 
the periodical public. sales of the Company, whic Is 
the master-wheel in the mechanism of their import 
trade. His Majesty’s Ministers, in not proposing to 
open all the Outports, both admit the contingency of 
danger from sach a measure, and set aside argue 
ment of universal inherent right: but it remains utterly 
unproved, that danger would not result from oneny 
even a few Outports, especially if the export trade 1s 
allowed to all; and that, after any hud been so privin 
Jeyed, which would be in effect a monopoly against 
the rest, those others would ever be quiet, until toy 
also'were admitted: so that the whole of the danger 
will follow from the first step, and ought to be con- 
templated accordingly. It may just be observed, that 
the quality ascribed to certain countries, as giving tae 
“petitioners more ‘partieularivy a right toa tree tade 
witlithem, the quality of having been ‘* acquired 
“¢ and maintained by the efforts and valour of the 
*¢ forces' of His Majesty,” properly appertains no ither 
to Hindostan nor to China, and that. the territories 
held by the Company were acquired under excimive 
powers and privileges received from the Legislature, , 
Upon the same ground of natural wherent right, 
and of the necessity of the exercise of that right, as 
‘essential to the maintenance of the manufactures and 
“commercial ‘prosperity ‘of the countrys 4s placed4 
‘claim of she Outports to a free importation of goods 
“from India and China. Under. thefourta head, there- 
‘forey your Committee have coilecud. the strength of 
Aa2 
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the:argiments. contained in the pétitiofis in support’ 
of this chain; arguments to which the President of the ; 
Inidia-Board was»pleased to refer the Court..\The , 
atgumenti-of inherent right has been already consix 


| desed the other arguments, which may be: given in 


thé words of the Glasgow petition, are, “that the. 


confinement :of the Indian imports to the port 6é,, 


“. London would be unnecessary, impolitic, and uns 
«just !—ubnecessury, because, first, the ideal diffi. 
* culty of collecting the taxcs is fully obviated, by: 
* therknown safety with which the duties are levied: 
*on-articles of West-Indian and American produce ;: 


sand secondly, because the duties may be collected 


**\ with greater ease, and Jess loss from pilferage, in 
“she Outports; unjust, because every. mercantile 
#4 “yes in the kingdom is entitled to the same privi. 
“-leges; and impolitic, because the superior economy, 
andi dispatch that prevail at the Outports, are rey‘ 
 -guisite to secure an equality with foreign nations.”* 
ni the second of these three arguments it may be 
observed, that the claim of all the Outports to a par- 
ticipation in the Indian trade, as matter of equal-right, 
stands upon the same principle as the claim of all indir 
viduals, which has just been considered, and maust be 
determined in the same way and order; it therefore 
demands vo farther notice here. If it shall be judged, 


_ that no ljarger interest ivan that of the, Outports 


opposes their claim, then, and then only, will st be 
entitled to attention. jer 
The first argument ts, the known safety, and greater> 
facility, with which duties are collected at the Out- 
ports: Whether that facility be, in fact, greater ory 
not, it is needless to examine. If it were. indeed sg, 
it, wvould still leave undecided a much more émportant 


_ question,~+the danger of snuggling. On that danger: 


the:Gourt have enlarged, in. theirdetters to the-Presis: 
dentofthe India ‘Board, of 14th January 1809; and? 
1Sth and 29th April 4812... Your Committee cannet, 


'. butihope, that these letters will be perused by Members+ 


of: Parliament, as their contents ure material toja just! 
fonsideratiom of the subject, . The Gourt have tespect-> 
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fully stated to Lord: Backinghamshirc, that no adequate! 
answer has been given ‘to these letters: his Lordshipjo 
inv addition: td what -he has himself;said, has-referred:! 
the Court to the petitions. The argument just) quoted « 
js the most direct, and indced the: only. one to the) 
point, which your Committee have discovered )in all’ 
tiié-petitions, But it does not meet the «main objec. 
tions of the Court, taken from the.dangers of smugs ' 
gling: they remain untouched and unnoticed. Those” 
dangers were contemplated, upon the supposition that 

ely the opening ‘of the Indian trade was in question ;" 
and in this way: your Committee will now consider’ 
them, reserving:to a future article some remarks on’ 
the still greater: danger of smuggling. which would’ 


follow, if the China monopoly were, abolished, and!” , 


which would be experienced, whilst our merchants’ 
were permitted to visit China at.all: 't is, from the” 
facilities of smuggling. tea, that ships:cleured ont for, 

or from India, would ‘tind io ‘the Eastern. Islands, jn * 
the voyage home, and on the coasts of Seotland aud 

Ireland, ‘that the Court: have apprehended the chiefs 
dangers would arise. In the Eastern Islands there are)? 
no ‘custom-houses, clearances, manifests. There ‘are! 
great ranges of coasts in the remoter parts of the 
United Kingdom where theres no custom-house : bulls 
might be broken, and no detection follow where the 
ship should afterwards be regularly entered. [t does 
not in the least follow, that these evils might mo: 
happen, though it should be true, that the taxes’ 

on West-lndian’ and American commodities «are 

safely collected; for these commoiiztes come genes: 
rally in very Jarge ‘unwieldy casks cor» packagesy; 
are, in proportion to their bulk, of much less value” 
than*tea, whiclyis also packed in sinail portable cases,’ 
and:they come from: countries abounding with.regalar? 
eustom-houses, whence they cannot sail withoutanani¢: 
fests: and’ clearances: ‘yet, with all ‘these safegoards 
your’ Committee are credibly informed, that the Ames! 
ricans: find ‘means ito smuggle va into this countrys: 
Bat, even supposing stups came direct:to an Outport,” 
without having broken bulk, what:comparison is:there® 
between the collection of dutics at any port, provin- 
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‘eiak or metropolitan, and the coliection of tea duties 
(with: perfect certainty, facility, and a very mee 
expence, at the Indi.-House? The objections. sta 
fat: largesin the Court’s letters, your Commitee beg 
Awave> to repeat, remain without any sound: answer; 
land: it is extremely material to observe, that th 
Opinions maintained in them, on this suuject, are-cér 
troborated, by the reports which the Boards of Castoms 
sand Excise ‘have made to His Majesty’s Mimsters, 
irespeeting the danger that would arise to the revenue, 
from the adoption of the new system: a danger which, 
vm their judgment, would be mevitable. 

‘Phe third argument urged in their petitions is taken 
sfrom the necessity of securing an equality with foreign 
mations, which, it is said, the superior economy and 
dispateh at the Outports will: do. If this alleged ad- 
evantage of the Outports were admitted, it would, in 
‘the opinion of your Conmnittee, weigh but little in the 
igeneral question. The ‘difference cannot be material 
amitself, and is effect little, in a trade so unhkely to 
Become of any magnitude. 

Phere. ave, however, other considerations of great 
areight belonging to Uic question of opening the Out- 
ports, to which the petiuions do not advert. » Que of 
these is, the immense interests which the port. of ‘Lon- 
idon, ‘with all its:descriptions of merchants, tradesmen, 
tea-dealers, factors, brokers, dyers, packers, callen- 
avers, inspectors, labourers, ship-builders, — ship- 
ehandlers, rope-makers, ship-owners, mariners, ahd 
all theit train of establishments, warehouses, wharfs, 
docks, yards, premises, shipping formed in the-course 
wof two centuries, in which the Company’s privilege; 
sand the law of the land, -have made the metropolis the 
wole seat of the Eastern commerce : all these interests, 
swith the Corporation of London, have represented to 
‘Parhament, the ruin in which they would be involved 
by the opening of the trade to the Outports. “The 
Mompany’s periodical public sales, on which so much 
‘of the order and success of their ‘business depend, 
would be interfered with, and their. very large .pro- 
perty in warehouses and other buildings deteriorated ; 
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in short, all the institutions, public and. private, of 
the capital, for carrying on the eastern trade, would 
be shattered or broken down, The renioval of thetrade 
would effect this, although the new speculations and 
enterprises would establish nothing equivalent in other 

«places ; far less compensate the losses of the supplanted 
“pasties, Your Committee cannot go into this subject, 
sufficlehtly, to give a just sense of the magnitude and 
importance of it ; but they may seriously ask,—Is the 
case equal between the people of London and those of 
the Outports? Would it be right to expose to privation 
and ruin one set, by withdrawing trom them what they 
have long enjoyed, in order to add to the comfortable 
provision the other set already possess ; and this only 
to save them the slight inconvenience of bringing their 
Indian imports to the port of London ? 

Let it never be forgotten, too, that the Indian people 
are concerned in this question.” The Court nave 
already, in their letters to Lord Melville and Lord 
Buckinghamshire, stated their apprehensions, that the 
opening of the Outports to imports from India might 
aucrease the resort of [/urepean adventurers to India. 
It bas-been advanced, in return, from some quarters, 
that the police of India is so excellent, as to obviate 
evety danger of this kind. Your Comunittee are 
to observe that they find in the reeords of the Bengal 
Government, informations concerning the police, which 
donot warrant them to conclude quite so favourably 
of.it;.for, in fact, with all tie ~progressive improve- 
ments in the system of the government there, they have 
not yet been able to bring the police imo a state-of 
perfect efficiency., The Fifth Report of the: Committee 
of the House of Commons has entered much. into this 
subject, and one quotation from the conclusion of Jit 
may suffice to justify this observation.‘ It does not, 
“* therefore, appear to have been from any want of 
** information, in. regard tothe imperfect state of the 
‘6 police, that the Government was unable to preverit 
“frats becoming worse, but rather, as your Committee 
«should suppose, from the -difheuitics which pre« 
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*¢-gented themselves to the application of an efficacious 


*© remedy.” 

Fifthty,—on the China monopoly. Besides the cou- 
nection already noticed of tlie China monopoly with the 
pulicy of our Indian system, the uniting of this trade 


under one head is necessary, both on account of the, 


extreme caution required in the couduct of our inser= 
cotirse with so jealoos end inflexible a governtnént as 
the Chinese, and of the security of the large revenue 
derived by the British public from this branch of com- 
merce. “The habits of ‘the Chinese natien are knowa 
to be as fixed as they are peculiar. Their government 
is a pure despotism, jealous of the smallest tendency 
tomsubordination or innovation ; the people are guided 
by a principle of implicit submission to their superiors ; 
and’ both government and people hold all disorderiy 
conduct in the utmost abhorrence. Foreign trade ts 
held in low estimation, and the commerce whicls 
Europeans have been permitted to carry on is subjected 
to manifold and rigorous restrictions, intended to pre- 
vent the intermixture of strangers with the natives, and 
to guardagainst their cntrance into the interior of the 
country, and the hazard of their becoming, in any way, 
troublesome to the government. The ships of European 
nations are allowed to resort to oaly oue port it an 
‘empire of so vast extent ; and there,.even, no stranger 
is permitted a constant residence, without credentials 
from the sovereign of the state to which he belongs. 
When a factory is established, for which one spot is 
fixed, the-factors are.confined to very narrow precincts 
around it; they dare not make an excursion beyond 
those precincts into the open fields, nor eater into the 
closely adjoining city of Canton. The government of 
China does not allow to its own subjects freedom of 
trade, or Unrestrained intercourse with foreigners :—~ 
both are interdicted; and the restrictions imposed, to- 
gether with the sumptuary laws in force, oppose the 
strongest ‘obstacles to any great extension of the sale 
of ‘our manufactures among the Chinese. ‘The’ trade’ 
‘with Europeans is given in monopsly to a company “of 
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tions on the commerce and intercourse of British sub- 


a . : - : 3 R fi 
jects wit its territories ; and it may be'safely concluded, 
: that all . lich that government must have since herd, 


respecting the revolutions in Europe, will'make it ad- 
re Still more obstinatcly to its jealous precautionary 
stem. ‘T'o all these probable dangers, ‘thé petitioners 
pose nothing butthe honourable character of Britop’, 
i nd the example of the American adventurers te-C hina. 
'—Frail dependence! British sailors carry to every shore 
|. their habits of excess, as is too often found in’ the 
'  Company’s ships, votwithstanding the strict discipline 
established in them. ‘The Américan seamen are a much 
‘more sober and quiet class of people, and the adven- 
‘turers of that nation have derived in China a sanction 
from the pre-establishment and credit of the English 
factory, to which, from their language aid manners, 
they appeared to be related. It is, indeed, by the 
prudent, respectable conduct of !he Company’s repre- 
“sentatives there, in the management of their own trust, 
and the controul exercised by them over other British 
subjects; it is by this méans, and by the extent* atid 
regularity of the Company’s dealings ; by their probity, 
now so famed, as to pass the bales which have their 
Mark, withont inspection, through the Chinese! em- 
pire, that this jealous and supercilious people have 
, been at length greatly conciliated :—but the Company’s 
establishment could not, on the principles now pro- 
_posed, retain either its credit or position. To expose 
_a_trade of such value and importance to the nation and 
‘the revenue, to hazards so great; to break down the 
“present system, with the immense establishments and 
“property connected with it, particularly the China feet 
_ of the Company—a thing unparalicled in the commer- 
‘cial annals of the world,—would, therefore, in every 
view, commercial, financial, and political, be utterly 
_Mnwise 5 and if this desperate risk were run, further 
_evils would await the new systeni at home. “Upon the 
supposition of a general resort of British ships to China, 
_ bow would it be possible to prevent the smigeliig of 
“tea on the coasts of England, Scotland, an frefaiid, 
yerith the facility which exists of receiving that urticle 
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n board in many of the Fastern Islands, where there — 
are no. custom-houses, and with the temptation of 
evading a duty of ninety-five per cent at home? The ~~ 
petitions offer not the least satisfaction on this point; a 
point highly.interesting, as/bas already appeared, if the — — 
Question were only about opening the Indian. trade to) 
the “@utnorts ; but yet more interesting, in ‘Tespect to y 
the proposal for.laying open the China trade, which is, 
at the bet, a proposal to incur the most imminent risk 
of losing that trade, and the great revenue arising from < , 
it, merely in order to ghange the hands thro if whic 1 
it shall pass ; for supposing it to be preserved to the 
nation, there is no reasonable ground to think that ‘it i 
could be.increased, because the Chinese now take our ©) 
woollens only in.barler for tea, aud the present impok- 
tatious of tea are as large as the country requires. 

Sizxthly,—On tic complaints of, the superior advan- 

tages enjoyed by, neutrals, particularly the Americans, 
in. the Indian trade. The vessels of the American 
States first appeared in the Indian Seas about the year 

_ 1785. ‘At that time several Baropean nations possessed 
settlements on the continent of India, in. virtue of 
grants from the native sovereigns, recognised by this 
country, after. the Company obtained territorial domi- 
nion.... It, had not then been disputed, that those settle- 
ments might receive other Kuropean. flags as well as 
their.own (though the Company have, within these few 
years, properly held, that the original grant gave a 
night.of trade only for the ships of the nation to whom 
the grant. was made); therefore the Bengal Governe  — 
ment thought it politic to, admit the American ships — 
_into the British ports, rather,than oblige them, by re- 
fusal, to carry ‘their custom to, the French, Dutch, 
,and, Danes... This. was, however, merely a gratuitous _ 
licence, reyokable ‘at pleasure. But, in 1794, the Go- 

_ ernment of this coyntry, iurduced by the political cir- 
cumstaaces of the time, gave to the United States, by 

| tteaty,,.a right toa direct trade between their own +” 
(ponts and those of Beitisi India, on tive rerms of the most — © 
favoured nation; nd, in 1797, the privilege of free in- 
gress to thé British ports in India was conferred on all )— 
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_ friendly nations. © By the lone eoritindates'of te war 
- «whichofollowed ‘the’ French revolutiop;’ these con¢es- 
. }sidns proved of waforeseen high advantage to the sub- 
qjects.of the Ameri¢an States. The settlements on the 
»dndian continent, of the French, and of the Dutch and 
. Danes, who bad “fallen under French infivence, were - 
_ osncveessively captured by the English. The Portugese 
iad Mietcank were then the only neutrals Tite tre. 
 equented the Indian Seas: and the troubles of Portugal 
atlength left the neutral trade very much in the hands 
| ef the Americans, who succeeded, in: effect, to the ex- 
Leluded traders of foreign Europe, and supplied their 
shwants, as well as those of the increasing population of 
the: Dnined States and the demands\of Spanish America. 
 ¢Dhe'subjeets of those states, undoubtedly, abused the 
| “privileges conceded to them by His Majesty Govern- 
'@ient, in the Indian trade. They were, by treaty, re- 
ostricted to a direct trade between America and India ; 

_ .butthey visited the ports of foreign Europe, going and 
| %areturning, and became the general carriers. They 
_ »even supplied our own West Indian and North Ameri- 
-van colonies with eastern conimodities, and they eh- 
“tered-actively into the China trade, deriving ‘a facility 
of admission there from being viewed as a cast “of En- 
~glishmen ; perhaps. also.a sanction, from the counte- 

smance of the British establishment there. 

‘For several years after the appearance of the Ameri- 
~eans inthe Indian Seas, they were, no doubt, assisted 

_ oby Britishycapital ; partly by that which wanted a re- 
Mittance to Kurope, but. to no very great amount. 
They» exported from Bengal in ten years, through 

' which their trade, onthe whole, was considerably’ pro- 
- gressive, and which ended with 1804-5, goods to the 
amount of Sicca Rupces $,71,50,029 (£4,643,575), or 
£464,357 per.annum ; and they imported to the amount 
vot Sicca Rupees 3,12;48,544 (£3,906,068), or £390,606 
peranoum. The excess of exports above the imports, 

. being in ten years £737,507, or £73,750" per annum, 
\ “may be supposed to be the property of British resi- 
Peg s in Bengal remitted by the way of America. 
Whether they were:furnished with British capital from 
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‘the same as to European assistance.* Upon thistrade, 





mu a hae 
London, and to, what amount, it\is difficult toascer. 
tain; but.it appears evident, thatas they proceeded in 
the trade, their imports to Bengal more nearly equaiied 
their exports, which shews they were better able todo 
without Indo-British assistatice, and bene biok 





hoyever offensive to our private merchants» and in — | 
some“¥iews also, to the Company, it maybe. justly:ob- 
served, that it was favorable’ to British India. Itsear- 
ried seasonable and large. supplies: of bullion to that | — 
country from year to year, not above a seventh of its — 
imports being in goods, and these chiefly winesvand 
other articles for the consumption .of Europeansi: At 
also carried the commodities ot India to foreign Karopes, 
to Spanish America, and other places to which British. ~ 
ships, on account of the war, coukl have no access; 
and. when, by the policy and increasing power of Bo- 


_ Daparte, the produce of this country aud its colonies — — 
»were nearly, shat out from the Continent, the Ameti- || 


cans still continued. to introduce: the commodities of 
India there; and with the returas oftheir adventurers 
they probably purchased English manufactures.to carry 


imc 


to the American continent: so that this country,-also, — 
eventually benefited by their Indian trade. dhow- | 
ever much their large participation of that ebe. 


came a matter of complaint among English merchants 
connected with India, it is certain, thae whilst we were 
engaged in war with almost all -Kurope, those «mer. 
chants could not,-even by circuitous means, have joe. 


riz YY seER 
* Qther averages of the American trade with India, from, state- 
ments before your Committee, may also be here noted. i 


In Six Years, from 1802-3 


to 1807-8. Goods. Bullion. Total. 

















Tmports into all India.\.......) £957,224|£6,528,250 £7,487,524 
\ Exports ditto. .ss00 ee] 16,901,269) « 25,696) 6,926,965 


In Three Years, from 1808-9 , * 
, 10 1810-11. be Se 


Tmporte‘into-all Thdia yluss...f) 951,602 


4,531,233) 4,882,836 
Exports. © diwto..si., wlus..t 107,818 


9625} 95,017) 
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ied the place which the Americans filled ‘ips ne Tn 
nc sce: of which position no other proof.is 
sary, thar the frequent want of sales for the 
ods, ‘public and’ private, actually brought into the 
4 House, during the period in question. The great 
ress and profit made by the Americans in the la- 
“trade, therefore, proceed essentially, not from 
i activity, or the advantage of individual enterprize, 
from their neutral character, which besides giving 
¢m access to countries from which belligerents are 
Bhur otit, ebables them to navigate more. cheaply, 
» @asily, and expeditiously: and it may be t.ken as a 
certainty, that whenever war ceases, all their advan- 
ti es Wil} cease withsit, and their power of entering 
Imo competition with us, in the trade of their owa scte 
tleients, be very greatly reduced. ‘The cry that has 
en taised, und.continued against. the Company, on 
account, confessedly with the view ‘of obtaiping a 
eral admission of Indian ships into England, is 
therefore altogether unfair, If a circuitous trade in Ine 
dian conimodities, from Uritain to foreign parts, has 
~ bee a prevented by the rivalship of the Americans, the 
» Gompany have safered as weil as individuals ; they 
i pee Aa red, also, by the smuggling of eastern articles 

front Aieri¢a into our West dian and North Ameri- 
can colonies: ‘They were anxious to check the abuses 
of the ‘treaty of 1794, and when it expired, they ob- 
tained the consent of His Mujesty’s ministers to impose 
a‘double duty dn the neutral trade with India, which 
then applicd almost solely to the Americans, but, if 





















eae Sa ee 


=F 


Rig fas ak 
a 


~ 
x 


ie the complaints against the rivalship of the Americans 
am the Indian trade had been well founded, what was 
©) The hatural and proper remedy? ,Wes it, that. the 
ye. ompany,, part of whose own trade had, during the 
be War, passed into American hands, should sacrifice, the 
* 


Fest of their exclusive privileges, gud by the extinction 
of them, endanger the, tevvitorial possessions? Or was 
it not, obviously, that tic Americans, should be ¢x- 
if eluded from adrade, supposed to be catried on at the 
> gxpence of Great Britain? Yet this eny is still, unac- 
souptably kept up, even when we are at. war, with 
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America, and the flag of the United States dares nog 
be seen in the Indian Seas! Nay, it is kept up to NG 
jure the cause of the Company, after they have actually 
agreed on enlargements of the trade to England, 
sreater than ever were contemplated, even by the pric, 
vate merchants of India, béfore the present negocta- 
tion ; and, if enlargements could effect the object, mor SA 
thaliepficient to bring the whole Indian trade of the ~ | 
Americans tothe port of London. Reta Te. 
~ Iv is singular, that the party who complains of the re 
large share that has been engrossed by the Americans 
of the Indian trade, should be the same party who” 
complain, also, of the large share which the Ameri- 5, 
caris, in-a state of neutrality, enjoyed of the British 
trade between Great Britain and foreign nations,  I¢ig) 
well known, that previously to the rupture between - 
England and the United States, it was urged as a grievs / 
ayice, that though America exported from this country 
to the amount of twelve millions sterling annually, the 4 
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country was not benefited. to the utmost possible extent 
from this export trade, because the British merchants . ou 
and manufacturers were, by the intervention of Ames) 


rica, deprived of the carrying, and of the second selling ia 


prone upon the manufactures. America, it was’ al- vif 
edged, bought from ns to a great extent, and Great. 
Britain was, to a certain degree, a gainer, to the ex- 
tent of the American purchases; but, because America. | 
sold cur goods at second hand (to the Spanish Ameri- « 
cans for example) ‘it bas been alledged, that had it not 
been for the intervention of the North American States, — | 
we should haye supplied Spanish America, and, in ade. | 
dition to the profits we haye received, would have en. |) 
grossed all the advantage which has accrued to the. |) 
merchants of the United States from the carrying aad 
circuitous trade.. But may it not, on the other hand, 
be argued, that if the British manufacturers in an opea 
trade, and during.a state of war, have found the assist- 
ance of America necessary to the calculation of their | | 
own manufactures, the same assistance was wanted by ~~ 
the manufactdrérs of India to the circulation of their 
productions: that the large exports from India, as weil | 
as’ the Jarge exports from Great Britain, by the Aner 
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“cans, were owing to their neutral character ; that if the 
straderbetweer India and Englind had been as‘oo yas 
_is.now contended for, the cwantity of Itidian goods, cir- 
culated through the world, could not haye been aie 
than it lias been, wider the competition that bas actually. 
existed” between the merchants of the United States, 
’ and the East-India Company : and that a greater share” 
inthe export trade from India could only have_| ; 
| obtained for the free British traders i One of ‘thest” 
‘* cp either by America abandoning, or Great Britain. 
ining to her pacific relations with other countries. 







| Ifasfiee trade has tie.virtue that is imputed to it, why, 
ies : : 

| wader complete freedom of ‘trades has this country ” 
» been rendered tributary'to America ‘for a vent to the 


|. pfédicé of British industry? and, if the pacific, relay 
tds of states pass for no account.ip such a question,’ 
whence: the congratulations «we so often: beary upon: 
whiat.wehave gained, and may yet gain,’ by the rup-" 
i: “ture with America ?* os ne 
- ‘ a > 
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. © The following statement, which has been recciyed from an 

intelligent merchant who resided a number of years in Amezica,y,, 

shews the advantages under which the wade of that country was; 

earriéd on if'a state of peace. * an ete all 

© Phe advantages which Americans, as ship-owners, enjoyed in 

~ astate of neutrality, are obvious, not only from ‘their free, commvu- 

_~ Mivation with belligerents, but from other causes. 

\ - Wher first rate vessels do not cost one half what. those of the 

| sainetornage, built in’ Britain, generaily cost: hence, the capital 

| employed is one half less, and one half the insutance is sulficient to, 

/ gover the property at stake. ei » 

| Lhe premium of insurance oa an American neutral, from Brie « 

} tat to America, was less than half what was given on an English 

|) owessel for the same voyage. Ona Americans the premium was from 

aon Aivoto two anda bal per cent., on English vessels from. five to six.” 

oh per cent. ; 8 » feq2t- Vents 

& The countervailing duties in America, induced shippersalways 10 

. give apreference to'American vessels, Goods arriving'in America,” 
paid weelve and-ashalf Yo fifteen per cent, duties; whilst the sane ” 
goods) by a Britivh vessel, not only paid the same rate of duty Bo 

|» an_addiuopil sen percedt.on the amount! of those duties, which is 

\ “one anid a‘quarter vo one aid a half per éent, Increased duty. 

ah i¢ freight.of goods from America to England, in American 

bolioths, 1 Prat ig the best tin tted ein ne pps 

\ si ¢ per foot; ai y tunes the wholefaeizhi.of ap. crys 

* aie Vin ao ah i hundred Pr (that is LO SAYs send 
. American goivg from this country) could have been had for £300 
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wee 
The #::. of threeefa arths ‘ ‘ican 
acai of crates of wa ik or coals, w 
khown ‘to yield ‘but-a’ very small rc indeed, ay 
difference betwixt the purchase and sale’ as freight.’ pe) 
Thsipior isipmae. asbip in America; did nol eertai pee: 
thea out half, that provisioning the same ship in ee aes 
Bread at 16s., beef at chet ieee paar We eo. as 
ath." Lbelieve will not’bé itiore thau’ the i 
the saimé articles; and thésé were the current rates jn ch Pe aus 
Upon acalculation of all) these adwantages, Vit ‘will be foand' t 
an American, in; war time, could makea at. rk from. pad 
thie po ports, Ae a By ety and home, i i 
wou inevita ave brouglic her owner in to t5 a 
American’ed) eéuild | lactually import vost the United States 
this country; and sell them at ahh r average wholesale itdpor 
pTofit to o as low as a British merchant could send them to 
Awetica io,a British ship, and, deliver them over to mips"? 
without any profit at all. : 
vides American ships, being of a lighter construction than ors, 
sail with at least one-third fewer hands, , ly 
ene followin pcement will, better. ‘elucidate these remar 8 hes 
“An American, "250 tons, is employed ina, noyage to Britain @ a 
back: “Her vali e, as a first Fale Mere for that tra ae, is £2000, 
the vovage occupies five months. A ship,of 250 i would 
3,000 barrels of flour, at gs. which was the ordinary freight ee 
‘The beast freight home of such. esr could not exceed, 


fie 





i ‘a vy 
inte Charges, £. 5, _ bas its 2. Py Pat ek, 
Insurance out and home, Tnsurance out and home... ie ., 
£2,000, at 44 percent, 95 © ©} vessel valued at £4000 ae Oy 
8 men, 5'months, at £5 @° @] at 9 per cent. - “- - 360. ‘o. ST 
ns. “and mate ‘£10 ©© ©} #2 men, 5 months at £5300. Bis a “A 
gach 4 +s) ~ 100 °O 0} Captain anid mare ~~ 100 © Re fs 
2,400|bs, breadyat 16s, -19 4 0 |360.lbsmof bread for 14°" me Be 
Beef, 10 barrels, at 32s. 16 0 ©{| people, 5 mopths, at ae | 
Pork. 10:dittoyut 508, 1» 25 004) 92a osuie an eS 
150 gallons rum.-.-. 16.17 0 15 barrels of beef, at £4 600 0% 
Interest of , £2,000, .5 15 ditta, pork, at 90s... 67 10 (O0— — 
Mopths w= ss, sa 13), 4} 220 gallons sum, at 5s," 55.10. Om % 
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Interest of cabs Ay niite ig! i, 





a Sop sal £5 MS months Bein ( 3 i 6. ie 
* te tasm £9 canal . Byh, 
-. SPbeseare not ‘to: as Sei thal ete Aes 
res are those hew whe aac tobi: ch Aineri ay td 
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from’ ‘North’ America, its consequen tier 
nd thé support of the'war,” re eid a 
fer/prise, and therefore an “trade }s do 
A EEN British ‘heart miust lament the obstructions to . 
ee ete has been subjected ;/nrust wish © - 
for the’ removal of all continental exclusions, ‘aswell aé 
hie ayaa withAmerica, and that conimercial 
eedom and’ activity may be restored, “Tt is diso ext 
‘tremely desirable, that new sources of trade should -bé 
discovered ; and'natural ‘for those who ‘are now suffers 
under privations and hardships, to cateb eagerly at 
ie’ flattering’ prospects and promises, ‘so ‘confidently 
held out to ifieis frou: opering thestrade with the East. 
Bot can''the Court of Directors, thoroughly convinced, 
_ a@sithey are, that all such’ expectation are groundless 
atid delusive ; that those wiio'should/act upon them, if 
hog Bai | teers were opened, Would’ be sure to experience 
_. -¥ufnous loss‘and disappointment, and that the abolition 
‘of the‘ Company’s commercial privileges would’ be, in 
_ fect, the extinction of ‘the whole of the presentIndian 
System: can the Court, with these convictions, lend 
_. ‘themselves to promote a dungerous deception, already 
| “tho prevalent, at the sacrifice of so much individual in- 
_.. terest, and-of that public interest, the care of which is 
/- Jentrasted Wathain If it were, indeed, probable, that 
/ | by a slow process, the coumercial intercourse between 
_ ‘this ‘country and the East could be enlarged, the effect 
' “would be far too distant to relieve present pressures, 
_. ‘grid the first adventurers be more likely to plunge the 
'> ‘trading’ world into fresh difficulties, as proved eh 
‘9 Tesule of the general rush in the trade of Buenos Ayres, 
| “where it was easy to Send exports, but difficult to find 


eT: 


' 


| sale or retuth. It will, perhaps; now be’ said, thatythe 
|. trade With Buenos Ayres has become’ a ‘regular one : 
“batt it can bea regular one only toa very Hmieed ex~ 
 “tent} being, indeed; partly what subsisted ‘witiv Lisbon 
4 Before it was turned’ into a différent ehannel 3vit: my 
- “siot; it'along time, replace the: vast’ sums at’ firstdost 
\ “there, and, at “aby rate, it displaced ho'important 
) Stem existing ‘before.’ IPicte ede Sx Gaircnesthy 


\ “charge in. the “affaifs of Europe,” a beiter prospect of 





~ oehtertained 5 but, chat, 


_substitate and cure for all present comajerchk 


‘which would:not oaly supply, the wants of the vast 


v appears; from the East it, 
hope of any can be rationally eat 
|. Lighthly.—That a, free trade to.th 





would open an unbounded fie! to British mg i 
tures, British capital, skill, enterprize, and kn led 


pulation of the Bust, but create wants where they. 
not exist. Shavit iad murs sti ala ¢ 

~ 1 Phe practicability of extending, in any great de 
the ‘commerce of; this country. with, the natives, of 
East, incexports and imports, is, undoubtedly. #, v 
question in the whole of the, discussion respecting | 







; ae) ' ¢ 
pla aien By) gle: 













yenowal,of che Charter :for, if ino. such extension be — a 
indved practicable, to, what end should the present syse 


tem, swith all che establishments which have grown/omt 


of it,be destroyed, ‘The British merchants, appear, 
entertain the most extravagant ideas of a. new, worl 


for, commercial enterprise } ideas, upon which t eyare 
ty, and.to sacrifice ail-the 


ready to rivk their,own prop ) 
interests of the existing Indian system. The Compan 


a by the great muss of, British subjects now, ia 


urope, who are acquainted with the countries of the — 
East, maintain, in direct opposition to all such imagie — 


imationssthat it is not-now. possible greatly to extend 
among ithe inhabitants of the last. the consumption of 
«British productions or, inthis: country, the »sale, of 


Asiatic commodities. On. the side of the merchants _ 
there. is,|in truth, nothing but a sanguine theory,, ime , 
‘the side of the Company there. is the.experieuce, of all 


the mations of Europe for three centuries; there is th 


testimony of ancient.bistory ; there are the climate, 


Mature, the usages, tastes, prejuilices, religions and po- 


. slitical institutions of the Eastera people, If, the di 


st eee, 


-very-of tlie:passage by, the Cape of Good Hope, and. 


ithe account of the, first Europeans sent by that route to 


whe shores -of. India, were only just apepnnced to us, 


;some: explanation. might be, giyen of, e,euthusiasm ie 


-with.which the hope of mabenides om th 
ocded-upon, b 
202 


iauscepsivg ages hare, aff 


mmerce.thither is. 
Bfigs. ol foe bap alesias. tial np 
this subject, menof 
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intelligence and: Gaifevatina should, 3 in opposi , 
, usual course of buman affairs, adopt the Ts 
ing, at once, into the enjoyment of anew — 
ofCommerce, is a most striking instance yf »éte- . 
“ality, and of the power which interest and imagima- 
tion united have to impose.upon the understanding. 
The theory of DrsAdam-Smith did not anticipate»any 
such, sudden burst of new commerce; when He: pto- 
mounced, that: ‘‘ the Bast: Indies «offered.a market for 
-y the ‘manufactures of Europe, greater, and more exten- 
oy Sites than both Evrope and America put: together.” 
_iEaainent as Dr. Smith icertainlyswas in the science of 
_ oepolitical > os ge eee 39 she was not infallible. His infermia- 
_ ytion, respecting: India was very defective, and errone- 
ous ; his ha prema against the East India Company 
Bee 3 his; prognostics: concerning the Indian 
_ 2) government wholly WB WE Inthe. barred which has 
[econ tmagire near forty,years, since herfirst published’ his 
on the Wealth of Nations, the endeavours of all 
rope,and. America have made no discovery of that 
So eatneton market for Hyropean manufactures, which, he 
' sesaid, was offered by the East Indies: yet the same doc: 
| »-trive seems tote stillin the minds of some of the Peti- 
oo who make ita serious charge against the Com- 
y, that its exports to the immense regions of the 
bie last do not amount to a fifth of the exports of this 
»eountry to North America. » Bat, as well might it be a 
jematter of chargé against the merchants of England, 
that: theit-exports to, the great. continent of Africa, 
o ‘which contains. so many millions of inhabitants, less in- 
‘» fluenced by religious prejudices, and more inclined; by 
staste and manners, than the people;of the East, to use 
ronr, productions,» do not equal their exports to our re- 
‘ oimaining American colonies. -The-reason is obvious in 
- sboth cases.’ All the North: American colonists are ‘the 
esdme*peopleas ourselves, live under 'a climate nearly 
hsimilary and bave a vatiety-of:commodities, valuable to 
\ us, to exchange; the Africans live. under a tropical 
N yisun, are” poor, ‘andsbave little means of purchasing 
_ ep¢ven such*of ‘our manufactures ds they -would like’ to 
kanes Ivhas been already sae: a that the Americans 
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/tolotler countries. © 4 | Skane gt 
»..A profound observer of human affai Presi 
~ Montesquieu, had, before the time of Dr. Smith, «who 
_showever overlooks his opinion, reasoned more -agrééa 
“ybly to nature:and experience omthis subject. “Al 
“though,” says he} * commerce be liable to great res 
~**-ydlutions, itmay happen that certain physical causes, — 
ve such as the quality of soiland climatey shall forever 
~o fixvits:charactery “In the commerce whieh we catry © 
"€¢-on with India in modern times, the export of money — 
io*-thither is indispensable. ‘The: Romans carried’to — 
India, ‘every year, about.fifty (millions of Sestencess 
That ee as ours now es at ee ee ‘ 
“yit$ogoods, whieh they brought back to the West. Every 
tiation which cuales India tias uniformly” wb 4 
-e -riedthe precious metals:thither, and brought »back — 
» goods in’ return.’ Nature: herself producesthis ef — 
List Focts: ~The Indians have their arts; which are ¢ os 
tof ed to their mannernof life: Our- wants aré essen- — 
- «tially different fronr theirs and what isditxury toitisy 
** never canbe so to them. ' Their» climate neither 
**yequiresy:nor permits the use of almost auy sof-our » 
** commodities, “Accastomed to-go almost 'n the _ 
»** country furnishes them with the scanty raiments © 
eof* they ‘wear ; and their religion, to which they are in”, 
_» * absolute subjection, ‘instils into theavau aversionto — 
..-** that sort of food which we consume: they, therefore, 
«6 need vothing from us but our metals; which are the 
»*© signs of walue; and for whichthey give in return the 
 »“omerchandize ‘that their fragality, and the nature.of » 
the country, supply in abundance. Ancient authors; — 
** who have written upon.India, represent the country 
“ve “precisely suchvas we now find it,.as to police;:to — 
40 manners, and to: morals. India always has) been, . 
viff-anddndia alwayswill be, what it nowis ; and:those 
6° who trade to:India will-carry money tiitherand 
ie¢*ybring none back’. : MOD x WO eG 
<) auAs the Court have, intheir letter of the 13th January 
68.1809 to«the “President of the India’ Board, given the — 
q@amerviews, and in»some detaily on:thissubject, nog 
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‘Committee again to enlarge hs 
Mot the attehtion’ of the manufactilrers ‘0 
wodllens, ‘metals, cotton’ fabrics, potteriés, be still — 
/ €aliéd to the habits of the Indiatipedple, the bulk of’ 
| whont live all their days upon rite, and go only: half 
| €overed With a slight cotton cloth ; the rice‘and cotton 
_ both produced by their own soil? « "The éarnings of the 
eoinihii labouring classes, arid consequently their ex= 
4s may be estitnited, on an avérdve, not to°ex+ 
d* 24. “f0s. per than per antum.” They are midds 
it by nature, fragal! by ‘habit, tindet manifold reli- 
diis Féstrictions :—what demand ’ of the manufactures 
_ from Europe is to be expected from these? “Of the 
| better classes few ‘are rich; unless’ those’ Conuected ‘wi 
Europeans: and’ even these ‘during’ a” coarse of He 
three centuries, iu whicb‘they ‘hive lived in Earopean 
' settlements, have adopted none’ ‘of otr’ tastes’ or’ fa# 
ons, unless perhaps in @ few articles of jewellery 
and hardware, ‘looking-glasses, and cartiages, wit} ;.' 
. these of a mantle of broid Cloth in the cold séason.” 
- (As to the north of India, thotigh'the climate there be 
_ Tes$ dissimilar to ours, ‘the people ‘are extreinely so 
and | ‘poor, ill_-governed countries, ‘where property is 
| PiseCure and concealed, what hope can’there ‘be of a 
vent for foreign luxuries? The persons who now 
imagine thar region to present a gréat’ field for com- 
itierce,' have Ho conception of ‘the diffitulty of carry- 
' ing goods there from’ the’ sea; 'the’ delays, expense, 
and: insecurity, that ‘must be experienced when’ the 
iudaties of the Company's government are passed 5 
_ and in finding’ and bringing ‘back retutws if the Euro- 
"pean commodities could be disposed of" With respect 


- © Inva late statistical.account of Dinagépore, a province of Ben- ° 
a .\ here are patios of the annual eapenitd of different classes 
society, ‘and among ‘Mets one of the expenses. of» labouring 
with ‘a’wife and wo childrens Thecamount is only Rupees. 
82.10.11, 0r near £3 per,annum, being at tne sate. of fifteen shile 
ings per head. Thevarticle.of clothing tat,abio family of four pete 
sous is only six shillings per annum. fy gee aS 
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| toh iis mot. dei that might inl pba 
ty, © of matty of our manufactures, if he Coin 
overnment would allow the free dissemination of them 
. The jealous restrictions of that Government “ho Zeve 
‘which though, they haye been aiready ganda 
€ proper to notice again bere, prevent t i Bs se 
jects, in peited. from any, dealings with Europe 
and it has heen,seen, that the magnificent style of Le 




















Macurtney’s embassy, which. bespoke the grandeur. 
“the British sovereign, with the refined diplomatic. tax 
lents of that nobleman, which even struck the Chine 

courtiers, were incapable .of moying the Governan 

to depart, int spall degree, from its establish 
policy.» If, ‘instead o eennee: long-experiene 
th for European trade, the, Company's, Canton_e 







blishment (under whose respectability, 19 fact, 
Americans were, admitted), a swarm, of unconnec 
ed. private-traders “were to be let loose upon. th 
-- gountry, it is altogether probable, that the Chinese 
- would either shut.their doors entirely upon, or cons 
tract even the present narrow entrance. oy 
If so many proofs of want of knowledge on Indi “ 
subjects. did not croud on your Committee, they, might 
express surprize, at. finding any persons still so uning | 


formed, as to bald wp the trade, carried on by indivie - | 











duals, in the time of Cromwell, as gainful to the parties © 
and. useful to the nation. The fact is now ascertained =| 
to have been: notoriously otherwise. The competition’ — 
of the traders Jed, them to undersell. their exports in 


India and their imports in Eugland., ‘The pub ita in- 


8 


deed, for a little time, got Indian goods remark 
cheap; but the adventurers. conld not goon, and — 
Cromwell, induced by the represéutations, made ‘him, is 
in which. several. of those very adventurers ejpes a Ki 
stored the Company, gn order to save the Indian trade _ 
wo the nation, ay RE Te ime ton th “ata 
;. Patliamentis now fold by the Petitioners, thatthe — 
" ‘private-trade, to.which individuals awere admitted | me 
the Act-of 1793, enlarged by the arrangement of 1802, P| 
his ‘steceeded ‘and ‘produced a profit, «even whilst: aie 
Chuipiny hate ‘een ctaling've a lon. ‘Fhe “€ 


















56 nature’ of, this.cradeishiould.be:eonsidered.-. The. 
hips (a very superior class of, nautical men) have noy. 


their compensation has always been given in the privie 
- lege’ of trade, anda certain allowance of tonnage 
ht free; This has gencrally made them.traders 5,» 
a x y are ta look * ay Sipe their a 
t but few, comparatively, make motiey by passen- 
) they continue: to adventure, though oftengeithe 


their own agents, they snll find it, on the whole, a 
‘ecarious uyproductive business. Now, if these men” 
do not succeed, it can hardly be expected that those, , 
have freight and commission toppay, can fare 


» But it-will be ‘said, that other individuals do néver- 
“theless embark in«this trade, To this it is to be © 
answered, that the manufacturers of indigo in Bengal, . 
an article originally promoted, and always fostered by 
‘the Company, generally send*their produce to Eng- 
Jand, and this is a matter of necessity, because the 
great bulk of the article cannot otherwise be disposed: 
. of, Again, there is a certain annual amount of acqui< 
sition by Europeans in India ; and as this, doubtless a — 
_ Jarge amount in all, is, inone way or another, to be 
-Femitted to England, merchants in India may find their. 
— tolerably well in taking up such: money. in 
India, investing it in goods, and ‘granting bills, ata 
‘rate favorable to the drawer, ‘payable from the sales” 


y pag Al and men may be tempted, occa~) 
regularly fix a capital of their own in the = 


juate provision from, direct’ pecuniary. allowances: 






























Shp India’ and into England, have « 
j sold to: a. loss, or. have remained. long. om. 
wantof sale, 0s AVRIL: BARE ae 


commanders ‘anid,oficgrs of. the Compatly’s 1: 


itle success: and your Committee are assured, that ~ 
though they pay no, freight. nor. commission, being 


this country, A sort of new transit capital arises in ~ 


to seek to*make an advantage of it, who 











ichemen | Sohcignedagaatons 
@ ocvasions'suem eotes and, i this'wal 
tines cofton piece goods,*/sometimes': ott 
smecinnen indigo ahd rewailk, Have on-adve 
“But your Commitree suppose’ it to’be an *undi. 
fact, that these larger adventures-have repeatedly been. 
~ attended with heavy losses to" Indl pac 
» the -veryogréat ioiportations of piecesgoods, * 
in Value two millions sterling, inv4802+ the large: 
' portations’ of-cotton, ‘and -even’ of: indigo, . grea 
time and what ’inay’ be. sufficiently decisive “on this 
bead! is,” dat: a “quantities ‘of those bave™ 
réfained long i the: woe Fi y's warehouses, withou $ 
sales -oruncleared after’ ‘Thie following: ee g 
a een es exhibit or ee rggey AB 
Yar SV ibe © Shae t tate) t: 
Valice oy Prtvate ‘Goods sProif itis remaining in thet! al 
PS Warehouses eT PTS 
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- oa Buti it will still be said, the private- -trade between 
* Europe “and India bas greatly increased since the en+ 
Pee Ne ement of 1793 was granted. 
© explain this it is to be remembered, first, that, 
as already stated, the commanders and efidaré of the 
Company’s‘ ships are, in a” manner, obliged to be. 
traders, and that they have greatly increased in num- 
ber since, 1793: they are forced to carry out.goods, 
\ and therefore to bring goods back, becanse, general, 0” 
«Spec would be a losing remittance. Secondly, that 
number of Europeans in India-has been very-—- 
~ Foren inereased in India since'1798... Every class has 
? ee Cone ‘the civil, military, and medical servants of 
the Company ; the King’s troops, from a few regi- 
cane to twenty thousand men; the naval servants of 
e Crown; ladies, lawyers, free-merchants, free-__ 
Miariners, and the mixed race of Europeun descent, 
now become,.a great multitade, who imitate, as far as 
Fahey. cau, the fashions of their fathers. For all these: 
descriptions of persons, every thing required for use... 
. re lyanry, is Eton this tS ‘thus the ere 


c 
irae ire a a 


‘iis jindiielciy. ohighs a ae oe being 
returns for them in the commodities of the coms 
‘comie necessary, whether they are sure toansi 
A briéf view ofthe state’of the private trade be ee 
England and India may bere be given from the Indian” 
Revisters of External Commerce, commencing with 
1795-6, when the act of 1793. began to operate ins ~ 
India, to the year 1810-11. . But itis to be remarked, 
“that only the Bengal registers commence in “V998-6: 
‘those for Mpdras and Bombay not ti] 1802-3, 


Statement ‘of the Private-Trade between: ‘London and Bengal, 
_. from the Year 1795-6 to 1801-2 both Years inclusive. 
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". IMPORTS into ‘BENGAL, 











Meichandize. | Bullion. Totnl. ; Merchandize, 
Sitca Rrpres, | Bicoe Rupees. Sicca Rupees Siecy Rupee: nap | 
1795-6 17 91,623; 4,81,538; 22,73,161) ed, 08,8 800 





1796-7 17,83,002) 50,79,310 
179748 15,54.219| -69,71,529 > = 
1798-9 17,43,314) 4),07y834. it 
1799-1800 47/877 101) 67 66,649 Yo 
1800-18011. 44,72,472) . 84,87,336 90% 
1801-1802 39,75,609' 1,51,97:420) 9 


——_—— | 


a : AAs 30m 41,25,555}2,0 


Statement:of the Private-Trade. aiscien Loudon and British Indies from 4 
the Year 1802-3 to 1810-11, both Years inclusive. on. ing 
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Merchandise. 
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1810-1811. /3,35, 43/443] °52,19,768'3, 87.53,911 nae 2,540.7, 
Madras ~ - |1514,96,218 SONTRGN, 65, 14,057) 72,303) 4,867)" 
aie +* = 1,48. 03557. 2965, 1127568 368 854) S,18778 pe 

Toul - a ag a6 1 8-61, 60017 96,35. 99010 00,7 eEe 62,051 9.5 
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vis the comparativo state of. the -private-trade 
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ngal aid India, in :former periods, beginning 
6 and at the present time... But the jncrease 
is, by No means, to be conceived as merely the result of 
the @hlargement given by the!Actof 1793, or after-. 
_oywrards.. Itis (let it be’ again observed) most.materially 
_¢qto, be ascribed to the increase in.the number of,Com- 
_ spany’s’ commanders..and, officers ; to. the. necessity. of 
taking returas in goods. from India for their, exports 5 
‘(oto the great increase of Europeans.and their, descend- 
‘yants.in India; tothe vast increase in the; culture of 
~indigg, cherished. by the Company and, permitted, to 
*scome.in their ships before the act of 1793 ;, and. what , 
the-enlargements of that act and subsequent measures 
have opened the. way-for, has been occasional «large 
speculation in cotton piece goods, raw.cotton, and in- 
) digo, which speculations have nore often failed than 
“ssucceeded. But. the great conclusion to be derived 
© from the account of the trade since 1793, is this : in all ” 
the period, of nearly twenty years, from that time’ to 
the present, in which, undoubtedly, facilities and en- 
~ largements, never enjoyed before; haye been given for 
private enterprize and adventures in which the private - 
trade bas considerably incresselien 3 onthe whole a 
very ample experiment has been made, not one new 
article for the consumption of the natives of India ‘has 
been exported, and littie :perceivable difference in the 
few articles of metals and-woollens of which they-par- 
ticipated before. . This is a very remarkable fact, and 
ought to make.a deep impression on al] persons who, in 
_. any way, interest themselves in this subject. Let.us 
«not bear.of that. unfair charge, so often repexted, that 
the Company’s restrictions have prevented persons from 
availing themselves of the privilege held out by public 
regulations, Would the commanders and officers, not 
restrained by high freight, or any uncertainty of get- 
ting tonnage, vot haye carried out articles for the use 
of the uatives, if they had found that any such were 
_» saleable ? Would not European residents in India, keen 
‘merchants, and’ acquainted with the dispositions and 
tastes of the aatiyes, have commissioned for such ar; 
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‘modities for the ase of Europeans. On the whole, then, 
- this may be pronounced a decisive experiment: qide- 


‘cisive proof that there:i pening, nor any, material — 
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his'is the éomparative state-of the a prientesgeae 
ngal and India, im former periods, beginning 
195-6 and at the present time... But the increase 
>means, to be conceived as merely the result of 
the thlargement, given by the! Actof 1793, or after-' 
wards. [tis (let 1t-be’ again observed) most.materially 
_ «to, be ascribed to theincrease in.the number of ,Com- 
{pany’s commanders and. officers ; -to, the. necessity of 
making returns in goods. from India for-their, exports 5 
+) {to the great increase of Europeans and their, descend- 
~~ ants in India; to the vast increase in the culture of 
'» indigg, cherished, by the Company and, permitted, jto 
* «come in their ships before. the actiof 1793 ; and »what, 
'  thevenlargements of that act and subsequent measures 
have opened the..way-for, has lveen occasional «large 
speculation in cotton piece goods, raw cotton, and in- 
digo, which speculations have more often failed than 
. -ssucceeded. ut: the great conclusion to be derived 
» from the account of the trace since 1793, is this : inal! 
the period, of nearly twenty. years, from that time to! 
the present, in which, undoubtedly, facilities and en- 
largements, never enjoyed before; haye been given far 
private enterprize and adventures in which the private - 
trade bas considerably increasedy’and onthe whole a 
very ample experiment has been made, mot -one new 
article for the consumption of the natives of India ‘has 
been exported, and littie:perceivable difference in the 
few articles of metals and-woollens of which they-par- 
ticipated before. . This is a very remarkable fact, and 
ought to make a deep impression on all persons who, In 
_» any way, interest themselves in this subject. Let us 
--ot bear.of that unfair charge, so often repexted, that 
the Company’s restrictions have prevented persons from 
‘ayailing themselves of the privilege held out by public 
regulations, Would the commanders and officers, not 
‘restrained by high freight, or any uncertainty.of get- 
ting tonnage, vot have carried out articles for. the use 
..» of the uatives, if they had found that any: such were 
_ saleable ? Would not European residents in India, keen 
© ‘emerchants, and acquainted with the dispositions and 
tastes of the aatives, have commissioned for such ar- 
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- Yet, of 54,000 tons allotted for the private tra 
“19935: vonly: '21,806 tons have been actually. used 
private merehittite; and these filled: wholly withcom= "4 
*‘-modities for the ase of Europeans. Onthe whole, then, 
- thismay be pronounced a desisive experiment: pide. : 
--cisive’proof that there:is’he opening, nor any. 
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ticles for the use of the natives of Indias 6 9 08. # 
Of the import trade from India‘on- private’ account, | i 
since 1793, after “what has already been seid fe saa ’ 





be niecioaes to re ry following abstracts pi ae 
is «fatty bap anh ere 
st! ba 
ie - 
+ L ~ lhe 
‘ ‘ 
Ji } 
\ 
7 
+ OTS t 
G L 
ié i ‘ Ps 
> Rae 
wit SB 
anti Hie Rey 
VN. ST 4 oh % 
woe bt a(t i 
f P: Mit ae tr 
h | , z : we gh) V iby 
{ it rd us n See 
Pf Ia pa 1 , i ves 4 
: 
, i¥4e ¥ os , y 4 , 
al f +; rere P55 x * ge 
g3:°5 iy by tine 4 
7 
“ 33 ; any WO a » " 
b 1O VOASISII Qh oO G1 yy if 
‘ . ‘ 4 bs 2 ; 
2a SO = 2 ag AS #tledG rifts fab 4 oh 
t rH det 4) is Soar et et fy 
CITE Fats Lai | QA . af ee FRITS: teed ¢ v4 
{PSM awl THe SMe S30? if} cud ~ yal hs ae 
. F 7 ] 
Tatts waste fae i rr, bNigtter ihe tee ser AS 
“a pals $v v i. ‘ir ou, via iS peSEB Es AYO gd ea %; 
(OMe TO? gin th aoe Dg fey Silene 
é s By 4 TR Seas 


* 88,439 
| } 296,098 
“75-6 | 134,046 
“1796-7 | 319,053) 
“. arg78 167,210 




















283,83 77359 4 






















798-9} 214,616 °° | 38,109). 440,275 105,20 
Ba “1799800 993,658 °° | i5jars| 792,449) 94,958 
oo =e 53,009" 395,372) 491, veo 
sora" | 394,890 36,660) 142,480) “636, ey 36,172, 


_ 1362-3°'} set bd 37,588) °180,915 
“yeda-d | '84,467\-a4'963! 67,0061 
i “1804-5 ” 678,787 65,218 
1805-6 + ee 911) 12/184 


789,314 41,424 
vaatseal 44,643 
93,242 bi Sidetank 
18,201) 939,861) “—_ 









<4 
is 


wore 







fe 4806-7" 164, 111,165,839) “122,072 549,871) — 
is 3807-8 ° | 69,814.178,128 ‘15,86 1,484,238 9,171 


18,199 89,085 158,082, } 510,406) ~~ 
“64,018 12,780, 208,190) |» 764,203) ~ 
48043) 85,198 550,078 nasa 40.897 
Balu. 90,333) 207,545) “425 74) 20,924 










cae Bl 


_ in Pasyingos Trapp, 


















FA Sy 
131,710,1793-4 
469,879 179485: 
409,787 1795-0. 
678,749)1796-2.(~ — 
~ 646,78211797-8° 
tees ¢ 
1,747,139] 799-800 
1,566,972, 1800-K 


1,724,217]1801-2 t 


S apes 9) 
EARLE soe 


tee 


“ 





es 
re ae 


rds 





24,585,679 










—) mat ‘1,82: 
21,740, 141,506 499)» 
11,334, 266,176) 6,197} ~ 
10,538} 226,708 4,140} | 
8,889) 280,886) 17,33) 
—. | 168,588 7,214 
8,151)... 89,261), 827 an 
—., |. 100,052, 924) 
593|, 269,926) 29’ 
7,636) « 452,997 “ep: 
- 19,485}: steel 
Ta dy, 419.580) 













22;) ‘da 251,785 ep 
7,0 fis 7950.38 ; igus 


APPENDIXS® > Gj 


bof Commanpers and ‘Orrtcers. : oe 


ae 
























es “ny, °| All otlier ' 
Sule e Peper Drugs. | “articies.’| LOT 
inet _ = fro . 
“Yel, ab Fe iis 
_— 5,280) 76,640 441 ,92911793-4 ~ 
j if : 
ae — 60,093)" — 373,868)1794-5 


_ a9) 2,593} 121,823] 2) 925 pecuhaces 
— | 11,163} 57,453 910} 274,812 1796-7 
bu —. |) 96:389} - 7,772 093, 16011797-8 RY 
~ | 1,768) 129,372] 3,775 nee NN | 
3,060) 8,041) 64,990, 12,220 370,808 1799-800 
a 4,378} 50,222 a7 546,419 1800-1 
97| 12,501} 41,3261 8,465) 268,427 1801-2 
— | 18,367) 102,530} 29,117) 456,052 1902-3 
~ 8,388} 18,411 1,516} giix.s0s roi 
1,058} 7,471] 5,819) 45,852] 570.986 1804-5 
144) 7,395) 84,445) 5,360 728,110 1805-6 
14, 980! 47,529 9,556} 424,846 1806-7 
377) — 45,960' 16,724) 617,876 1807-8 
48) 271} 83,503} 41,379} 520,603. 1808-9 * 


‘ | 
» 156 ae 66,414 5,108) 433,275 1809-10" 
17,664 91,678) 13,422! 690,96 1810-11"! 















194 | 

; 28} 1,398, 60,494! 19} 309,555 1811-12 *>* 

§,205/112,420 1,315,091! 233,772|8,543,027| Tott®? > 
end Ha ; a 4 7 it 








QE 











f 


‘APPENDIX: 


SHORT ABSTRACT.) #9" 
wey es ate. acy te 
en oo etm: Seb ORT 





33,128,700 


ry 





eS A nee 239 ‘Which contained : 
Indigo 411,504,716 








1 4,290,591 — 
—— £15,795,307 
Cotton £2,916,860 . 
209,258 
———— £3,126,118 
ons £18,921 ,425 
All other articles 14,207,275 





At may be proper to point out to attention, the great 
proportion which the articles of indigo and cotton bear 
to the whole of these imports; and likewise to refer to 
the great quantities of these two articles which, it 
has already appeared, remain still in the Company's 
warehouses, either unsold or uncleared. Of the prac 
ticability of enlarging the imports into this couutry 
of Indian productions, fit for the Europeah market, it 
was formerly stated by the Court, that the diligence, 
not only of the different East-India Companies, ,of 
Europe, but of individual Europeans trading through 
the whole extent of the Indian Seas, has been excited, 
during three centuries, to discover articles which might 
be profitably exported to Europe, and, after all.the 


“experience thus acquired, particularly in the present 


day, when the coasting and internal trade of India’ has 
been greatly enlarged, it is not reasonably to: be ,as- 
sumed, upon merely theoretical ideas, that there is any 
source of matcrials, raw or manufactured in India, yet 


= undiscovered, by which the imports from Iudia,into 
* thiscountry cau be profitably augmented: and, with 


respect to those articles which may. now be considered 
as the staples of India, namcly, couen picce goods, raw 
silk, indigo, naw cotton, und sugar, the demand forthe. 
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first is reduced and limited, by theivast growth and) 
excellence of the cotton manufactures of Britain and) 


Europe ; the second, towhatever extent deman - a 
any’ 


be brought home in the ships of the Com the 
third, already imported to an extent that nearly supplies . 
th® consumption of Europe, may also be easily carried ~ 
home in the same channel; and tbe article of raw 
cotton, broug!it from a great distance, at an unavoid- 
ably high freight, which renders it incapable, when 
this countr¥ is engaged in war, and North America and 
Portugal at peace with us, of entering into competition 
with the cottons of Georgia and Brazil, both superior 
in quality, and brought to this market more expes ° 
ditiously, to meet the fluctuations of price and demand, 
and at a far cheaper rate of freight. As to sugar, if it 
could be imported to this market, so us to rival the 
roduce of our West-India colonies, which it cannot 
= in time of war, surely this is not a trade which could 
be, oa the whole, profitable to the nation: and no 
other great article of Indian produce has ever been 
thought of ; except hemp, of which the culture is still 
in an early stage in India, not capable of standing a 
competition with Russia, whenever our intercourse with 
that country is open. It is in this state of things, when 
the Company cannot find veut for more exports in the 
East, when their warehouses are filled with goods | 
fromthe Kast for which there is no demand, and when> 
they suffer from the continental restrictions in com- 
‘mon with all his Muajesty’s subjects, that the Peti- 
tioners, whose chief complaint 1s ofa general stage 
nation of trade, censure the Company for not enlarging 
their’s, 

Ninthly.—The demand of a full and entire freedom 
of trade to the eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
ineluding China, and ‘all the conntries within the Charter 
of the East-India Company. 

Suchvare the views of the Petitioners: professedly no » * 
Jess than a complete subversion of the fabric of the ~ 
Fast-India Company, and a!l the great commercial 
establishwents connected with it; involving, also, the 
hazard of he political interests of the’ British empire, 
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ropean. Certainly it must be presamed, 
vers expect, such advantages to follow. from 
hanges, as shall compensate for the imrbense 
’ aha they require; but yout Committee hope, 
has sufficiently appeared from the preceding disctis- 
» that all such expectations are filusory and vain. 
Tf, jhowever, they are not indeed the offsoring’ lof 
4 Sanguine theories, but the result of sober vaticnal con- 
=> sideration, might not the same sobriety of thought be 
as _pfxpected to pay an equitable regard to the ruin which 
i »»; yeuld be inflicted’on existing interests, and to look to 
> se69me suitable provision against the possible contingency , 
© OF final disappointment? Yet these important objects 
by, geen: to have received no adequate attention. Agaitist 
& vgythealledged danger of excessive speculation (a danger 
-- 4ywhich is, infact, a public concern), itis argued, * that 
po 6“ the enterprize of individuals is uniformly limited by 
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-offtheir means and success.” But if they involve all 
_ tbvir triends, and sink in their attempts, and this should ” 
)  berthe case of many, would not the result be-a general 


eof galamiiy ? The argument of the Petitioners assumes, 
opothet the new trade will be finally successful 5 but the 
) -dlgregoing review deprives them of all right to ge upon 
i ¢ this supposition. 
Pron, Kor Oe deep injuries which all the London esta- 
( gbushments connected with the astern trade would . 
* geFeceive, there is absolutely no relief or reparation of 
, auy kind adverted to 3 and, for the Company, they’ are 
jotold, frst of. their wealth, Knowledge, and experierice 
gpdallof which have becn before disparaged), es enabling 
 gdthem.to oppose unassisted private efforts; that, if they 
+4 ,¢an+ carry on trade to greater advantage than indi- 

/ op ¥iduals, they have nothing to fear, and that they will -/ 
.,deap their reward in competition. All this is parti-, 
egtularly apphed to ‘the China trade, which is not a new 

ie gp trade, ‘nor, as has been shewn, cither susceptible of 
Grdnorease, or likely to be preserved at all us a general 
+4 trade. The, transfer of it to ther hinds would-add 

“Yj Mothing to the nation, whilst the entire benefit of it is 

nehecessary forthe support of the political interests of 
the Company. Secondly, it is proposed, that for ine 
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demnifying and remuncrating the claims of the 
pany, they sball « have a fair and equal impost 
<* trade in question.” If the trade and rate of 
were both likeli be considerable, which * 0 “ 
_-Mittee sce no reason to suppose, the idea of an n= 
mification for the whole, by giving afterwards a part ih 
(and probably a small part), cau bardly be treated ane 
serious idea. 

But for the detriment which the COmpany, in theie 
political capacity, might sustain, for all the ill conse 
quences that might ensue to the government and im-~ ‘| 
mense population of India, no provision whatever is 5) 
proposed, And against an entire failure of the vast. — 
prospects, now so sanguinely entertaived, this conso- 
Jation is at last administered, that ** the very worst that 
$f can occur, iu the event of the abandonment of the 
© trade by the pubic, would be, ¢hat matters might 
§© return again to thetr present stale.” 

But can it be serjously supposed, that after the fabric 
of the Company, and its immense dependent and cone 
nected establishments ia England, iv India, and China, 
should have been set aside, and left to decay and ruin 3 
when India should bave been laid open and the China, 
establishment superseded, and so much capital sunk, 

-that things could b+ brought back to their former state ? 
The possibility of sucha mighty convulsion, and thes | 
ease with which it is contemplated by the Petitioners, =) 
may be sufhcient to excite a salutary fear of the rage 
of theory, speculation, and innovation; may suggest 
_ the prudence of stopping short of the precipice to which 
. they would conduct us; of at least resting at some 
polat, so far safe as not to expose the whole of ‘the 
empire, Indian and European, to the terrible alternative 
here broughtinto view, A great extension of the trade 
to or from the east, the object for which such dangers 
are to be run, is shewn, in the preceding pages, to be 
impracticable ; and it has been also shewn, that in‘the®™)s 
prosecution of the attempt to obtain it, the interests» 
of British India, and @f the finances of this country, s 
would be endangered: but if an experiment is’ sul) — 
required to be made in the yast continent of Hindostan 





‘. 


‘ 4 











nt islands (for to push the experiment into 
iid be to risk the trade of that coun:ry, and 
antages, without the ~— of any ieee 
' making a large, ample.experiment, 
whole aitéa may participate, through the 
ondon, are now offcred; means which shall, 
fairest opportunity to ascertain the practica- 

ity of extending the trade, without breaking down 
resent establishments, or exposing the empire, in case 
of failure, to the most disastrous consequences, At the 
safe point, therefore, here deseribed, your Committee 
hembly hope the wisdom of His Majesty’s Ministers 
and of Parliament will still see fit to rest. 


(Signed) HUGH INGLIS, 
ROBERT THORNTON, 
JACOB BOSANQUET, 


= Te 


WM. F. ELPHINSTONE, 

Fi THEOPHILUS METCALFE, 
ee JOSEPH COTTON, . 
Efe CHARLES GRANT, . 

BE GEORGE SMITH, 
EDWARD PARRY, 

ae SWEENY TOONF, 


WILLIAM ASTELL. 
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> Oe 
As the Interest, and perhaps the Fate of the — 


on the INDIA QUESTION. 4 
He therefore submits the following Debate to the a 
Perusal of the Public; and pledges himself to lay Bs 


same Place, and on the same Subject ; in order to 
render the Question clear, and the Transactions ~ 
complete. 





EAST-INDIA HOUSE, March 24,1813..-> 


Tue Minutes of the last Court asians ba 
read, and certain accounts and official documents 
" having been laid before the Proprietors, in ecn- 
formity with the 3d, 4th and 6th sections of the 
Ist chapter of the Bye-Laws of the Company ; 


Sir Hugh Inglis rose and stated, that the Court 
then assembled was made special, for the purpose ~ 


of laying before the members, the Resolutions 
which were submitted to the House of Commons, 


on Monday night, by Lord Castlereagh, and. 


had been received by the Court of Directors only 
on the preceding day —He (Sir Hugh Inglis) 
had seen the Earl of Buckinghamshire on Mon- 
day; and, at 11 o'clock on that day the Resolu- 
tions were not finally settled. ‘This cireum- 


stance was mentioned as a reason for their not 
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having been sooner. transmitted to the Court of . 


Directors. —Lord Castlereagh, in’ his opening” 
meth expres cme in ae highest = of 
* pis gees. 


<a 


ov 








; DEBATE AT THE A 






the India Company :— He spoke in the warmest 
‘manner, both of themselves, their government, 
and the general good management of the whole 
‘ef their concerns.—But he (Sir Hugh) could not 
“Dut lament, that there were some of his proposi- 
tions which did not correspond exactly with the 
sentiments contained in his opening speech. 
' If the Court pleased, those propositions should be 
© now laid before them, after which he would 





| make a very few observations. 

e The propositions (for which see Appendix) 
hs having been read, 

ee Sir Hugh Inglis, in continuation, observed, 
that the most material of those propositions was 
the third (not but the others were also highly de- 
serving of attention), and, with the permission of 
_ «the Court, he would have that particular propo- 
: sition, to which he intended chiefly to confine 

his remarks, read over again. 

This having been done accordingly, Sir Hugh 
Inglis proceeded. He said he had already stated, 
that Lord Castlereagh, in his opening speech, 
spoke in the highest terms of the excellence of 

‘the Company's government abroad, of the cor- 
rectness of their management in that House, and 
_ of the ability of the gentlemen placed by them 
in the various departments. . After this just,eu- 
logium on the Company and their establishments, 
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he was grieved to find that such a'tesolution, as rat 
that last read to the Court, was introduced, which a 
must have the effect of breaking down that sys- 
tem, so properly described and panegyrised by 
the noble lord. (Hear! hear!) He understood it 
was stated, that the Company had not*capital 
sufficient to carry on their trade. But’ those 
whom he was addressing would recollect, for it 
had been stated in official documents, and assert 
ed in that Court, that the Company had large 
sums to pay, in this country, from the resources 
of India. How, he would ask, were those pay- 
ments to be made, except through the medium of 
commerce ? There was one item at present 
chargeable on their funds, the payment of interest 
on the India debt, amounting to £1,500,000 per 
annum, which, if it were paid, or payable in 
India, would lighten their funds at home to the 
extent of that sum. There were also other pay- 
ments, connected with the India territories, to a 
very large amount.—These arose from the neces- 
sary recruiting for His Majesty’s troops, sumis 
granted to retired officers, and other items, mak- 
ing an aggregate of between 3 and £4,000,000 
sterling, annually.—The funds to pay these» 
must be furnished from the territorial revenues 
of India, and would, undér other circumstances, 
supply a landed capital sufficient to carry on allthe 
B2 
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tadeshanonild be established with that country, 
bese ta cconsumptioncould be found at home. 


f;, however, it was not sufficient, the private 
r de, already established, was more than ade- 
uate to, meet every demand in this coun*ry, and 

to take: sup all the'surplus produce abroad. Un- 
fortunately His Majesty’s Ministers took a differ- 
ent view of the subject; they seemed to think; that 


. there were no bounds to:the trade between !ndia 
» and Great Britian.—Unhappily, however, there 


were many gentlemen, perhaps some of them in 


that .reom,;, who. from dear bought experience, 


could, assert the contrary. . 
If the trade were extended to the outports, 


the Court must be aware, that if would mate- 
Ce rially interfere with many arrangements of the 


Company.—Their sales were brought forward at 
particular and stated times; and, on the produce 
of those sales they had to depend, for paying the 
demands which were made. upon, them.— Now, 
if the trade were opened, when the Company de- 
clared a sale, the merchants at the Outports might 
anticipate it a month, a fortnight, or a week, 
andywhen they expected money, to answer various 


demands, their goods would-remain: unsold in 
» theiv warehouses. (JTear! hear!) - 

4}, But that was. not. the only evil which they 
~ would, have, to encounter, By the\proposed al. 


